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the race of man itfelf would be 
exterminated, and no opportunity 
would remain for the difpenfations 
of divine mercy. Hence the ne- 
ceflity of great and powerful re- 
ftraints an the lufts and paffions of 
men. In providing thefe, at dif- 
ferent times, and in degrees fuited 
to the courfe of events fixed in the 
divine counfels, the power, wif- 
dom and goodnefs ef God are 
wonderfully difplayed. In view- 
ing the charaéter of man, howev- 
-er, under the operation of fuch 
reftraints we are apt to form con- 
clufions too much in his favor ; 
for by means of them, no doubt, 
much wickednefs is prevented, and 
a femblance of goodnefs is often 
exhibited ; ftill, as they produce 
their effeét by laying a force upon, 
of man will be fally proved ; and | 224 POE PY, CHINBIOE te ne 
it will appe ar, from fat and expe: | to be laid wholly out of the quef- 
rience, thatitis deceitful above all) 104 ip forming an eltimate of the 
things and defperately wicked. God |,” 


human character. In proportion 
rl : ue 1 p 
will be found to be true, but every | asthefe are withdrawn, the naked 


man a liar. | h ng 
: ; ‘ uman heart appears. And in or- 
To attain the ends of this tri- der to difcover it to the view of 


Dwg probation of human mature, | finite minds, God is pleafed, from 
ully, along period of time feems | time to time, to withdraw thofe 


neceffary, and during its progrefs, | reftraints, as far as the {tate of 
acertain degree of order among things will admit 


men ts requifite ; for, without this, 
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Evidence of Human Depravity. 
ISTORY and obfervation 


afford abundant evidence of 
the truth of the fcripture account 
of the depravity of human nature. 
They are an unexceptionable com 
ment on the facred text. God 
has pleafed, in the progrefs oftime, 
to place men in a great variety of 
fituations, calculated, in various 
degrees, to bring out to view their 
true character ; and he will con- 
tinue to vary thofe fituations, in 
future, until it isas fully difclofed | 
as the nature of the divine govern- | 
ment requires. Thus, not only | 
individuals, for the period oftheir 
lives, but the whole race as fuch, | 
! 
| 
! 
| 





from the fall to Chrift’s fecond 
coming, are in a {tate of proba- 
tion. During this period the heart 
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Among the cour clefs reflraints 


nefs are, natural conicience, ora 
moral fenfe, common to men, by 
which they diftinguifh between 
right and wrong, with the comfort 
or remorfe which purfues the fen- 
tence it pafles on our moral con- 
duct, accompanied with a pre-fen- 
timent of future retribution—a 
convidtwn that the judgment of 
Ged will be according to truth 
and righteoufnefs—a hope, refult- 
ing from revelation, tradition, or 
the exprefions of the divine be- 


nignity, of appeafing God’s an- | 
ger and conciliating his favor, by | 


our fervices and offerings—remark- 
able judgments with which God 
has vifited a wicked world, and 
in which he has fhewn his wrath 
and made his power known, to ev- 


ery age and nation—the fhortnefs | 


of human life after the deluge— 
a con{cioufnefs which all men feel 


ence, the fear of evil from thofe 
we injure, and a hope 
from thofe we treat with juitice 
and = beaevolence—civil govern- 
ment---ihe dread of fhanie, of lofs 
of repucation, health and intereft, 
which is, more or Iofs, connected 
with a cowfe of vice ; and the 
defire of reputation and influence 
of health and aflaence which ufu- 
ally attend 2 courfe of virtue— 
pity, which, by a jaw of our na- 
ture,is excited by cljecéis in dif- 
trefs-—-friendfhip, founded on a 
fimilerity of taftes and purfuits— 
the natural affe&tions, which exift 
between thofe, whom the God of 
order has called to aét together in 
tie molt intimate conneétions, 


where the finful ».« ions are apt to 
be brought into veructual 

—the interfering purfuirs 
which limit the fohere of individ- 
ual agency, and confine th 


of felfthnefys 


eq 
eat 
- 


2 effets 
within 








narrower } 
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_ bounds ; and,to mention no more, 
which limit the reign of wicked- | 


even the interfering lufts in the 
fame heart, which limit each oth. 
er, or fubje& the weaker to the 
predominant paflion. 

Such are the bands and cords 
by which Almighty God binds, 
in fuch degree as he pleafes, a race 
of apoflate creatures, who refufe 
to be unitcd to him andto onea- 
nother, in that charity which is 
the bond of perfedtnefs. 

God has been pleafed however, 
for wife and holy purpofes, in eve- 
ry age, and under every degree 
of light which has fhone on the 
world, to remove thefe reftraints, 
or fome of them, from nations and 
from individuals, and in fuch de- 


| gree as to give fufficient openings 


into the human heart. 

It may be ufeful to illuftrate, in 
the conduét of nations and of in- 
dividuals, in a few particulars, 


| thefe general obfervations. 
of weaknefs and mutual depend- | 


It is an undoubted faa, that na-, 


, tions, 1n relation to each other, are 


_ } 
Or COOd | 
o 


under fewer reftraints, than indi- 
» in a ftate of fociety, are: 
the former muft be confidered, in 
relation to each other, as individ- 
valsin a ftate of nature, without 


° ' 
viduale 


| aby law to controlthem, but that 


of force or convenience. Power’ 
and right arc, with them, confid- 
ered and treated as the fame thing. 
The weaker may, thro’ fear, be 
induced to refpe& the rights of the 
ftrongcy, but whenever by uniting 
their ftrength or otherwife, the 
balance of power may be in their 
favor, they will fhew the fame dif- 
repard to right as others. Add 
to this, individual refponfibility 
for wational injuftice is very lightly 
felt, the {till fmall voice of con- 
fcience, which may whifper in in- 
dividuals, will be filenced by the 
vuice of the nation; the difhon- 
or of national bafenefs and perfi- 
dy will be felt to be more than 
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compenfated, by the fplendor of 
vidtory and conqueft, and the ad- 
vantages refulting from national 
agerandizement. Accordingly, 
the nations which have fhed moft 
blood, have, in all ages, not ex- 
cepting the prefent, been held the 
moft renowned. Compaéts and 
treaties with each other, though, 
among Pagans, the gods above 
and gods below, and among Chrif- 
tians, the Holy Trinity, are cal- 
led upon in the moft folemn man- 
ner, to avenge their violation, are 
mere ftraw and rotten wood ; no 
one expects they will be maintain- 
ed with good faith, even at the fo- 
lemn moment of ratification ; they 
are received asmatters of neceflity, | 
ufe or convenience, and to be laid 
afide, either with or without a pre- | 
text, when intereft requires. The | 
nations, confidered as individuals 
or bodies politic, have been, with 
few exceptions, atrocious murder- 
ers, their feet have beea fwift to 
fhed blood, and they have had no 
fear of God before their eyes. 
This fketch of the charaéter of | 
nations is fupported by the repre- | 
fentations of them in the holy | 
fcriptures. The four great mon-_ 
arehies are there reprefented by 
four ferocious beafts of prey ; the 
Chaldean by a lion, the Perfian 
by a bear, the Grecian by a leop- 
ard, and the Roman by a bealt, 
fui generis, which had no proto- 
/type in nature, dreadful and_ter- 
rible andftrong exceedingly, which 
had great iron teeth, which de- 
voured, brake in pieces, and ftamp.- | 
ed the refidue with the feet of it, | 
and which had ten horns. Such | 
is the true character of nations the 
moft powerful and illuftrious, whofe 
great exploits, in laying waite the 
world, have been celebrated in all 
ages fince they figured upon the 
theatre of human affairs, by poets 
and hiftorians, and indeed by 
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mankind in general. And fauch 
isthe character of all other na- 
tions, fo far as they have had pow- 
er and opportunityto difplay them- 
felves ; and fo true is the divine 
declaration, “ My thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your 
waysimy ways.” From the char- 
acter of nations we may certainly 
infer the charaéter of the body of 
the people or individuals which 
compofe them ; if thefe loved 
their fellow-men as they do them- 
felves, they would prevent the 
profecution ofunjuft or cruel wars ; 
and, if they had the fear of God 
before their eyes, they would find 
means to fecure the faithful and 
religious obfervance of treaties ; 
they are therefore, unlefs they 
manifeft, in fome proper way, their 
diffent, guilty of all the fraud, in- 
juftice, cruelty, murder, perfidy 
and impiety, of the nation which 
they compofe, and as individuals 
they muft accountto God the com- 
mon Father of men. Why do 
they freely perpetrate fuch horrid 
wickednefs as members of a na- 
tion, which, perhaps, they would 
not do as individuals ? Becaufe 
their temptations are greater, and 
their reftraints Jefs. Tiere then 
the human heart appears {tript of 
difguife. ‘The fame appears in the 
conduct of moft kirgs and great 
men who are above, and of many 
mean and bafe men who are in 
fome fenfe below the cognizance of 
law. The former prove tyrants 
and oppreffors ; the latter, pro- 
teed by their poverty and mean- 
nefs, prove cheats, Jiars, thieves, 
drunkards and are addicted in gen- 
eral to what is called low vice. 
The infant of a fpan long feels few 
reftraints ; if difturbed in its en- 
joyments, it will fhow that per- 
verfe and wrathful temper which, 
{trengthened by time and left un. 
reftrained, will impel to murder ; 








124 


it appears to be wholly felfith ; it 
will foon fight the brealt that feeds 
it ; it never doubts, till taught the 
contrary by painful experience, 
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that all things around were made | 
to fubferve its interefts and pleaf- | 
ures ; it will fight the perfon who | 
takes away its baubles, juft as, 
nations fight with one another ona 
like account ; if, by meahs of its | 
ficknefs or otherwife it is excefhive- | 
ly indulged, it will, when able, 
en fillthe houfe with noife, and | 
indifcriminately deal its rage a- | 
round; the fondeft endearments 
ferve to nourifh peevifhnefs and 
pride, inftead of gratitude and o- 
bedience If effectually reftrain. 
ed by a temperate parental author- | 
ity, it will begin to feel its true {it- 
uation, as related to thofe around, 
and to conduct accordingly ; but 
if not, it will difcbey its parents, 
it will lie, it will foon lifp out 
eaths and imprecations, and fhew 
that the poifon or afps is under its 
lips, and that its mouth is full of 
curling and bitternefs ; it will! 
quarrel, and, in a word, will ruth, | 
with the whole force cof nature, | 
irto ail manner of vice, as oppor | 
tunity prefents and age permits. 
The force of na‘ural confcience | 
is always diminifhed as perfons ad- | 
vance in life, unlefs they are re 
newed, and in part fandlificd by 
the Spuit of God. Its genuine 
diftates are fuppreifed, and at Jaft 
nearly or quite annihilated ; and 
if they, when advanced, maintain 
a decorous conduét, it muft be ow- 
ing to the operation of other re 
{traints ; and this will be vifible to 
the eye of critical obfervation ; 
But, in corfequence of the gradu- 
al diminution of this powerful re- 
fiaint, there is obfervable, in molt 
men, a gradual depreciation of 
character, until the lufts of the 
heart gain a great and vifible af 





cendency. Such being the ftate of 
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things, how happy is it for the 
church and world, that God has 
reduced the life of man from near 
a thoufand years tothree {core years 
andten. Had it not been for this 
wife and gracious appointment, a- 
nother deluge of water, or of fire, 
might, long ago, have beenneceffa- 
ry tofweep the world of its wick- 
ed inhabitants. 

A man of boifterous and unhal- 
lowed pafhons, when in the pref- 
ence of his prince, or other great 
man, and paying his court for fome 
favor which he holds moft dear, 
will be a paragon of gentlenefs and 
patience: But follow him, after 
the tumult within is raifed to the 
higheft violence, by fome unto- 
ward events, to his own houfe ; 
and his pafhons, let loofe upon the 
unhappy objeéts around him, wilt 
overturn every thing in their courfe, 
and will difplay a fcene ten-fold 
more dreadful than that of con- 
fiiéting elements. What is the 
matter now? Why reftraints are 
removed, and the man aéts out his 
nature freely. An aperture or 
opening is made into his heart, and 
we have a glimpfe of the dreadful 


| object, which is always naked and 


opened unto the eyes of him with 
whom we have ta do. 

A perfon of impure defires and 
whelly unfanéufied, whofe memory 
and fancy are the ftore-houfe of 
filth and pollution, and whofe un- 
derftanding has been debafed, and 
compelled, it may be, for a Jong 
time, to pander for fenfe ; and all 
whofe faculties are brutalized by 
fenfual indulgencies, will, in the 
prefence of perfons of a different 
defcription, affume the character of 
purity itfelf: But trace his fteps 
to his cuftomary haunts, or into 
retirement, covered with night and 
darknefs, where no eye fees him 
but that of an affociate in guilt, 
and the eye of Almighty God 5 
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or, perhaps, that of God alone: 
here I will clofe the fcene, for it 
is a_foame even to [peak of thofe 


| 


things % which are dene by {uch i m f- 


cret. The reafon of this conduc 

plain, the eye of man, from 
whom he fcars evil and expegts 
good, is areftraint; but the eye of 
God from whom perhaps he expeets 
nothing and fears nothing, ts either 
no reftraint, or not fufficient to pre- 
vent the guilty indulgence. 

When a vicious and profligate 
courfe is attended with thame and 
infamy, vice will, for ihe moft part, 
he driven into corners. In fucha 
itate of fociety, a wicked man, who 
neverthelefg is odie of enjoy- 
inga tal r reputation, will be careful 
to a referve 2 if he > can do it, and 
{ill indulgehisreigning prop enfity 3 . 
if not, he will fooner or later give 
up his reputation, and he is then 
prepared to give the 
predominant inclination, and to fin, 
as it were, with acart-rope. Such 
is the {tate of the notorious hber- 
tine, thicf and druukard ; but whea 
fuch like charaéters are great tly mul- 
tiplied, fo that vice is kept in coun- 
tenance, and the verte, of a fair 
charaéter ts comparatively imall, ia 
the intercourfe of fociety ; ¢fpc- 
cially, if the people have enjoyed 
great Leht and advantages for reli- 
gion, the ftate of fuch a people 
muit be viewedasnigh unto curing. 

Perfons brought up in pious fam- 
ilies, and undcrthe refiraints of 
well regulated focicty will ufually 
be moral in their ‘cnavetletion : 
but place them in any fituation 
where reflraints are moftly taken 
off, and they may be expected, 
uwercnewed ; to fhew the bent of 
nature, and foon to become profi- 
cients in the {chool of vice. 

Let reafon be impaired by in- 
temperance, and the foul and te- 
rocious paffions will rage without 
cortrol ; let it be impaircd by 


ture, ina like 


reins to his | 
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old age, and the pe:fon, unlefs a 
radical change of temper has taken 
viace, will be untracable, felf-wil- 
led and paiiionaic, fo as to be- 
come a burden to ail around him ; 
indif he has experienced fuch a 
change, the remains of corrupt na- 
exhibition of it, to 
a certain degree, will be apparent 5 
cr let it be impaired by diftraction, 
and the perion will be imperious, 
or malicidvs, or profane, or ob- 
{cene ; cr all cf them at turns, as 
the propenfities. apparent in thofe 
exercifes, prevail. This laft in- 
ftunce is as feir a trial of the na- 
tive inclinations of the heart as 
any of the former ; for, as thofe 
inclinaticns exift independently of 
reafon, they will thew themfelves 
as they really are, when reafon is- 
impaired, and ro longer controls 
them. 

Let difnonor be cetached from 
a-particular vice, and attached to 
to the oppefite virtue, as, in the 
cofe of duelling, it is in the opin- 
ion of the world ; and few men, 
except fuch as are not of this 
world, will be able to refift the 
tem iptation of giving or accepting 
a challenge to fight with fword and 
piftul, whea the laws of honor, 
tallely { fo call ec, rege ire it. Such 
as do this, and fuch a3 gi ive countes 
pance to its and efp ecially fuch, 


whofe e province it ts ro execute the 


laws on the atrocious offenders, 
and from a criminal complaifance 
to public cpinion, negleét to do it, 
are all murderers; though they 
would refent the imputation with 
as much {p'rit as Hazael did, with 
an “Js thy fervant a dog that he 


SJtould do this Eveai ihing”? 


‘Lhe infidels of the prefent day 
are unccr fewer reflraints than the 
ancient pagans ; for thefe laft had 
not abandoned, but only corrupted 
the werfhipof God, ner did they 
difbelieve a ftate cf of future retri- 
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bation ; but the former have wholly tures, yct confider it as unprofits. 
abandoned the worhhip of God, | ble, if not dangerous. Had this 
and mot of them confider death as | been the fenfe of the author of our 
an eternal flzep : accordingly, they | holy religion, itnever would hay: 
are more gigantic in wickednefs | appeared there. But in a harmo. 
than any of their predecedors who | aious fy! tem, fuch as the bible con. 
warred on heaven, they have bold- | tains, the ufe of Jecscaes doc 

ly attacked all authority cad powar | triaes may not readily be di fcern, 
in heaven and on earth ; and this | ed, untefs vi »ved in their connec. 





~ We. 
they have done, under the fall | tion with-others to which they are 
fpleador of gofpel ti rt, anid thou! | related. Should we fet afide the 
they continue to incieafe in num- | doctrine of the saliedllg loft, ruin- 
bers and in power, as they have | ed ftace of man—of the mere, 
lately done, and flouid they pro- | fovereiga good pleafure of God ia 
ceed to exterminate pity aad the | his ree overy—and, of the abfolute 
natural affections from tuc humana | necefit y: of the fupernatural influ- 
breaft, as inconfittent with their im- | ences of ad Ho ly Spirit on the 
ioas philanthropy, the mifcries | hearts bal men, to prepare them for 
which they have aiready produced, | the gofoel-falvation ; we coulddif- 
though they have filed one half of | cover no ufz, or evea place for the 
the world, will be bur the begia- | { ‘ripture doriac of Eleétion. 
ning of forrows ; aad in their fur- But i in cor peony with thefe doc. 
ther progrefs they will prepare the | trines,it is not dificuls to difcover, 
way for the battle or the ereatday | both its certain /, and its ufefal- 
of God Almighty. Bar not two | nefs. If the faivation of finner; 
énlarge, ' is to bo refolveduls roan: into the 
In view of this fubject I will con- | mere foves iga power and mercy 
elude by obferving, that all the ! of God as it3 caule, fee will appeat 
friends of God have great reafon to altegether correfpondent and fuita- 
Be humbled in the reflection that | able that Cod alone thould choofe 
they carry about themereatremiics the velfels of mercy. Accord- 
of this commor nat lic—o blefs 
God that he has feen {fj ‘ in favoi dificale to fu; pole, that 
to his church, hitherto to Jay ai- | the finner {hould kecoine proper- 
ier fuch powerfal re'trainrs a race | ly fenfibl: of his really undone, 
of apottate creatures, aad to re | Lelpleds flate and condition, with- 
joice in the afdred nope, that the Guta convction that his recovery 
wilk be continued fo long, an { “J ceyends on the fovereign pleafure, 
far as fhallbe neceifary fur the ac- | and the electing love of God. 
eonplifhment of the pupoles of | Not Mags more obvicus, than that 
God in building up, cvinpleuting | 


| our falvation muit depend, either 
and glorifying the kinsdom of his | on curfelves and ‘uch exertions of 
fon. | 


ours as are compatible with ournat- 
OMICTON, ural difpefitions, and with the mo- 
ral powers we, all, poffefs 
wfefulness cf the Scripiure ) on the fovereiga power and 
do@rinz of LieBivii. of God. Berween thefe, 
M ANY, who admit the doc- | isnomedium. If, oa the forme: , 


1 
; whoever obtuias falvation makets 
wine Gi  particuta r El C 0 i)! bs 
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to be contained inthe holy {crip- | bimfelf to diver and hats whereof ta 


wy. YS on the latter, the re- 


vf. 
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dovery of the finner cepends en 
the eleéiing purpofe and love of 
God. Put when we attend to 
the character, which the holy ferip- 
tures cive of the finner, end the 
reprefentations there made of the 
human heart, it will readily be 
feen, that no one, who imagines 
that his eternal falvation depends 
on any exertions, which itis com- 
patib ie with his prefent difpofition 
to make, and will be conne&ed 
with them, has any proper fenfe 
of the really wretched, helplefs 
ftate and conditionhe isin. ‘That 
convidiion, which is of great im- 
portance to aright underflanding 
of the nature and extent of gofpel 
mercy, and which ufually precedes 
converfion, implies fuch a difcov- 
ery of the wickednefs and obftina- 
cy of our own hearts, as forces 
the conclufion upon us, that if we 
are ever brought to be willing to jie 
at the mercy of God, and love 
and rejoice in fucha falvation as is 
offered in the gofpel, it muft be 
done, not only by a power foreign 
to our own, but by one which op- 
erates againft all the natural biaffes 
of our hearts, and 
them. ‘This conviction ftrongly 


imp wreffes the finner’s mind with a | 


perfuafion of his abfolute depend- 


ance en the fovereign mercy and | 


tleéting Jove of God for falvation. 

And the {fcripture doGrine of 
Elcétion is evidently catculated 
topreduce this convidlion—a ccn- 
viction without which it cannot be, 
that we fhould ever properly efti- 
mate the gature, and fee the glory 
of that divine mercy, by which 
finuers are faved. 

2. That God has, of lis fove- 
reign sood pleafure. eleged a cer- 
tain number of the human race to 
cternal life, is the only do€trine, 
which affords any ground of hope 
tothe finner, when convinced of 
thofe other fcripture truths with 
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which it is comreGeel. Without a 
knowledoe of this, afinner under 
proper conviGion a find no 
ground cf hope. Increafing liphe 
will difcever increafing oppofition 
of heart to God, and to ‘the Way 
of faivation by Chrift. That, 
were the finner, who has any clea 
difcovery of the {tate of his own 
heart, tofeelthat it depended ul- 
timately on himfeli—on the exer- 
tions of fucha heart as he now - 
feffes, whether he fhould evercom 
ply with the propofals of the ar) 





pel, he would .at once lofe all 


| hope. The only confideration, 
| which will prevent defpair, is, that 


God has mercy beccufe he will have 
mercy, ard on whembhe will have 
mercy. This muft be fo, becaufe 
it fo evidently appears, from the 
word of God, that nothing fhort 
of the mighty power and influence 
of the Holy Spirit ever brings the 
heart of the finner into the fenti- 


ments of the — Since the 
fufficiency of the atonement, and 





overcomes | 


the free ard rich offers of mercy, 
| both, leavetie finner’s heart where 
they find it—under the entire do- 
minion cf fin, the pian of falva- 
| tion would be iner mp dete withont 
| the dodrine cf Ele&ion. Were 
| it not fort 


' Recta ‘ Cones will 
heie 1cV OP purpe ~ acS ana 

, frngeeate mere nikeet 
that foversien mercy, which ne- 


ceffarily imply a particular eleciiens 
a convidtion in 

thofe truths; which are clearly 
taught in the word of God, would 
Jeave the finner ina hopelefs ftate. 
Wiuhout this doa 
evidence, beth cf the po wer, and 


the conicience of 


a urre¢ 


arninc—Ww th rut 


Spinners io beer bis voice, there could 
be no certainty that any ore of the 
humanrace would be faved. Thus 
evidently isthe dc@rine of Elechon 
fitted to promote conv Gon, | and 
at thefame t time to prevent t Gefpair. 

The do@rine of ” Ble@ion 


gives an aflurance, which could 





the purp< ofe of Chiilt to cove dead 
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not be had without it, that the 
greateft good fhallbe accomplifhed, 
and the highe't meafures of feli- 
city be the fruit of the glorious 
work of Redemption. 

The good to be accomplifhed 
by the work of redemption, will 
be anfwerable to the wifdom and 
Jove, which appear inthis moit 
glorious of all the works of God. 
‘Phat the falvation of a certain 
number and proportion of the. hu- 
man race will beft fatisfy divine in- 
Jinite love, God himfely has deci- 
ded. This is evident, from the 
clear, explicit declarations of his 
holy word, that fome of mankind 
fhall perifh. But to afcertain this 
number and proportion, is infinite- 
ly beyond the power of any, or 
all created beings. In the doc- 
trine of Electionwe have affurance, 
that it is afcertained, aud molt 
exactly afcertained, by infinite wif- 
dom and love. God's faving mer- 


cy is the perfe€tion and glory of 


infinite love. Where this appears 
to the greateft advantage, there 
the higheft good mult be effected. 


Juft as many, and no more, of the | 


human race will be faved, 2s will 
exhibit the greate‘t ttrength, and 
witnefs the greatefi glory of divine, 
infinite love. Nor is it fuppofable 
that, without the highelt meafures 
of created holinefs and happinefs, 
Chrift could fee of the travail of 
his foul, and be /atisfied. If, in 
the falvation of thofe whom the 
Father has given him, the infi- 
nitely benevolent heart of the Re- 
deemer will be /atisfied, love itfelf 
will be fatisfied——zvodnefs, the mo/t 
perfeR and infinite can defire no 
more : Nor is it fuyypofable great- 
er good fhould be done by the fal- 
vation of men. 

That God himflf, in his infi- 
nite wifdom, has afcettained and 
chofen the number, whofe final re- 
covery and falvation w7ll Lausfy is 


On Eledion. 
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own lsve—that love, which fpared 
not hisown Son, but freely gave him 
up for us all—is a certain évidence, 
that the grea'telt pood fhal! be ac. 
complifhed.—That it is no more 
pofhble there fhould be higher feli- 
city and enjoyment in God’s mor- 
al kingdom, than will in fa& be 
effected by the work of redemp- 
tion, than it is poffible that the 
wifdom which chocfes the veffe!s 
of mercy, and the love which 1e- 
deems and faves thein, fhould be 
exceeded And yet, without the 
decifion of infinite wifdom in the 
cafe, the evidence could not be had 
that the higheft and greateft good 
will be the certain and everlafting 
fruit of the glorious work of re- 
demption 

4. Without the dodtrinae of E- 
lection, the evidence would be in- 
complete, that the falvation of fin- 
ners refultsfrom the mere felf-mo- 
ving love and mercy of God. 
Were the falvation of any to be 
independent of the electing love 
of God, where would be ihe ev- 
idence that srace Clone Originated 
and effesed it? No fcheme of 
doStrine gives fo clear and lively a 
view of the glory aad wonderful- 
nefs of divine wifdom and love— 
the unfpeakablé richnefs of divine 
mercy and grace, as that which 
reprefents men fo funk and dead in 
fin, that their recovery can be at- 
tributed-to nothing, but «the fove- 
reign power and mercy—the all 
conquering grace of God. And 
with this, the doctrine of particu- 
ticular eleétion is clofely and infep- 
arably connected——in this, it is ne- 
ceffarily implied. Where no dif- 
tinétion is made, in the beitowment 
of favors, the ground on which 
they are beftowed, is Iefs diftin- 
guifhable ; and all ground of boaii- 
ing is not fo evidently removed. 
Werether2nofelection, the evidence 
of mercy aad felf-moving goodnetls, 








in the beftowment of favors, would 
be lefs vifible. Where there are 
no punifhments, pardons will be 
lefs valued, and their nature and 
worth ill under{tood. 

Befides, no view of things like 
that, which belt fhows the eternal 
God to be moved purely by the 





goodnefs of his own nature, to the 


recovery of finners, and which at- | 
tributes the whole and every part | 
of their falvation to the mere mer- | 


cy and grace of God, as their 
caufe, is fo fitted eternally to bind 
the heart in humble obedience and | 
love, and raife it to high and de- . 
lightful admiration of the glory of . 
God as it fhines in the face of | 
Chrift. No other fcheme of doc- 
trine lays the finner fo low in his 
own view, and fo abforbs and fwal- 
lows up. his whele foul in love 
Here a foundation is laid for the 
greateft nearnefs to God, aid the , 
higheft felicity in the enjoyment | 
of him. 

To fet afide the Scripture doc- | 
trine of particular Eleétion, ob- | 


{cures the whole fyftem of gofpel , 


grace, and cafts a fhade upon it. 
It takes away the only ground of 
hope from impenitent finners, and 
renders it utterly uncertain whether 
any willever be faved It ob- 
{cures the luftre and glory of divine 
mercy, and leaves the iffue of the 
prefent ftate of things at the utmoft 
uncertainty—depriving us of the 


infinite love, and anf{werable to the 
glorious difplays which are made of 
divine power, wifdom and mercy, 
in the creation, government, and 
redemption of the world, will ev- 
er be accomplifhed. 





Oa the beft manner of preaching the 
gofpel. + 


T HE revelation of faving mer- 
cy to finners, through Jefus 
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Chrift, is well termed gofpel, or 
goodnews. It may be fummed y 
in the concife declaration, that “ Je- 
fus Chrift came into the world to 
fave finners.”* It is more fully 
exprefled in the divine teftimony, 
that “ God fo loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten fon that 
whofoever believeth in him fhould 
not perifh buthave everlafting life.” f 
But in whatever form of words it 
is fummarily exprefled, a proper 


ee will fhew that it in- 


volyes many moft interefting and 
important truths, relating te God, 
his perfeétions, character, govern- 
ment, and grace ;—relating to many 
asa creature and fubject of God, 
andas a finner againft him ;—rela- 
ting to Jefus Chrift, in his won- 
derful perfon, the union of his di- 
vine and human natures, his medi- 
atoria! charaéter, offices, aad work; 
—relating to the application of re- 
demption by the agency of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, in the hearts of finners, 


| in his renewing and fandtifyinginflu- 


ences, by which they are made wil- 
ling in the days of God’s power ; 
are brought to repentance towards 
God, and faith towards our Lerd 
Jefus Chrift ; and thus become the 
fubjefts of pardoning grace, and 
are kept by the power of God, 
through faith to falvation. 

It pleafed God in the riches of 
his mercy to finful man, to infpire, 


,a number of chofen witneffes, to 
evidence, that a good, worthy of commit to writing, the fyftem of, 
| Chriftian truth, as far as was requi- 


f:te for the communication of fa- 
ving knowledge, and thus _to fur- 
nifh the world with the facred f{erip- 
tures, which are able to make us 
wife to falvation, through faith in 
Chrift Jefus. 

That nothing might be wanting; 
in point of means, he hath graciouf- 
ly inftituted the preaching of the 





*: Timothy,£15. + Jolin iii. 26. 
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gofpel, and, appointed an order of 
men, in the Ch iftian church, to 
addrefs their fellow-finners, on the 
great concerns of religion, and 
the world to come ; to explain 
and inculcate the truths, duties, 
and profpedts opeacd ia the gofpel . 
to proclaim, from the ferrptures, 
the glad ridings of jalvation to pen- 
itent, believing finners through the 
atonement of Chrif ; and to warn 
the impenitent and unbelieving of 
the wrath to come. 

So important, fo glorious and 
awful cre the effects of this minif- 
try, that the apoftle, when {peak- 
ing of hhimfelf and his fellow fa- 
bourers fays, “ We are unto God 
a fweet favor of Chrilt in thofe 
who are faved, and in thofe who 
perifh. To the one weare a favor 
of ccath unto death, and to 


the gofpel will join him. ), “ S Wiso 
is fu ficient for thefe thin: 


The preceding obfe fi Tee 


to fhew the importance and folem- | 
nity of the Chriftian minifiry, as | 


it refpects the pre ean ers of the gof- 
; : e 
pel, and thofe who hear them, and 
are a {ufficie t apology for this 
tempt to fuggcit a few thouehis on 
the bett manner of prea ching the 


gofpel. 


The writer is fenfible of his ina- | 
bility to treat the fubje& as he | 
ite # the 


' 


couldwith. But he hopes, through 
divine afliftance, to offer fome- 
thing which may be ufeful, at lealt, 
to young minifters ; and that, al- 


to the more experienced, he may 
be inftrumental of « 


brance.” 

The following particulars 
pear to belong to the 
of preaching the gofpci. 


* 2 Corrinthians, 1. 16. 








the gofpel,” 
the | 
other of life unto life ;” and adds | 
{in which every ferious preacher of 


rot 


| it is in Js lus. 


(irring up | 
their pure minds by way of remem- | 


al)- i 
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I. The Chriftian minifter muf 


in 


| preach the gofpel truly. 


This is to preach it as it is re. 
vealed in the holy {criptures, with. 


| outany perverfion. God is, indeed, 


able to bring finners to the favin 
knowledge of himfelf, under the 


moft corrupt teachers. But this 


| isnot his ordinary way ; neither 
| is corrupt and falfe teaching an in. 
| {tituted mean of graceand falvation, 


or adapted to the benefit of the 
hearers, but the contrary, for 
“faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing Ay the word of God.” + 
If preaching be the proper mean 
of falvation to the hearers, it is by 
the exhibition of divine truth to 
their undesftandings and hearts, 
thus they are * begotten through 
and the * pattors after 
God’s heart teed them with knowl- 
edge and underftanding.” This 


i fhews us that public, authorifed 


preachers of the gofpel fhould be 
men of es iperior knowledge, in 
Chriftiamity, fochas are “ able to 

undexcludes from 
the facred office, the weak and ig- 
norant, and fhows that they are 
called of God, to this work, 


‘ ee ’ 
t2ac hi Ounces "y 


| whatever their own opinion may be 


of their ability and their call. 

It is equally manifeft that heret- 
ical teachers are not to be encour- 
aged, whatever abilities they may 
poffcfs. Thefe do not mi ike mant- 
nyflery of Chrifi as they 
ought to [peak or hip the truth as 
Efpecially if their 


| herefy refpect any of the principal 
though he may fuggeft nothing new | 


dodirines of the gofpel. In that 

cafe, the apoftle Paul reprefents 
them as preaching another ert 
and denounceth againft them th 


>. 
© 


' divine malediQion.t 


This naturally excitesthe enqu'- 
ry, what are thofe efential truths 
of Chriftianity which muft be de- 


+ Rom.x. 17. $ Gal. 1. 8, 9. 
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clared if the preacher would, in 
any good meafure, {peak as he 
ought ? 

To this it may be replied, that 
the Chriftian fyilem is conneéted 
in all its parts) Thefe may be 
compared to fo many links of a 
great chain let d down from heaven. 
None of thefe truths can be denied 
or obfcured without injury to the 
Chriftian fy tem. 

Some are, however, more im- 
portant and fundamental than oth- 
ers. Thefe may be diffcrently fta- 
ted and enumerated by different 
perfons, who equally regard divine 
truth. 

To the writer, the following 
truths feem to be themoft effertial, 
in the foundation of Cliriitian- 
ity, VIZ. 

The being, perfections, and unt- 
ty of God, and his infinitely per- 
feé&t mode cf exiftence, as a Tri- 
une Deity. The truth and di- 
re. of the holy fcriptures, of t! 2 
old and new tcflament. ‘The di- 

vinity and atonement of Chrift. 

‘he juftification of penitent, ‘be- 
lieving finners, through his media- 
torial righteoufnefs. The total 
depravity of maa, in confequence 
of the original lapfe. The fuper- 
natural change of heart, by the 
agency of the [Holy Spirit, in thofe 
who believe to the favina of the 
foul, the fovereignty and freedom 
of divine grace, ia the falvaticn 
of fianers, difplayed in time, ac- 
cording to the eternal purpofe of 
God. 

The nature and neceflity of 
Chriftian holinefs, and its unfail- 
ig connection with the faith of 
the gofpel, in chofe who are faved. 
Andthe retributions of eternity, to 
the ragenons, and the wicked. 

The preacher who enters de ep. 
ly into thefe important truths of 
the golpel, will not, it may be ho- 
ped, eflentially pervert any other ; 
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and the hearer whofe principles 
and mariners are formed onthem, 
will * yo on in g acc, and in th 
knowledge, of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jefus Chirf 

II TheChriftian minifter mut 


preach ihe golpel plainly. 


This imple that he prefent to 
his hearers the truths of Chriftian- 
ity, in language, eafy to be under- 
ftood by them, that inftead of ufing 
ambiguity of language, or general 
and indeterminate affertions, he 
make ita leading object, next to 
preachin ng the finrple truths of the 
gofpel, to do it in a manner adap- 
ted tothe e capacity of his hearers, 
that they may underftand him. 
With the apoitle Paul, he will pre- 
fer freaking “five words, in the 
church, with his underftanding, 


, that he may edify others, to ten 





thoufand words in an unknown 
tongue.””*  Hemuftnotonly avoid 
that itudied ambiguity by which 
unfaithful teachers aim at efcaping 
the offence of the crofs, and feek 
to ers carnal hearers, but he 

uf Sve that Jaren. of ad- 
dr fs which will render his mean- 
ingintelligible to his common hear- 
ers, that they may be inftruétcd, 
convinced and edified 

Cutting is the reproof of the 
apeftle in the paflage | jutt mention- 
ed, to the preacher whois more 
concerned to commead himfelf to 
his hearers, as an able, 
eloquent man, than to commend 
the truth as it isin Jefus But 
moft of all doth the awful ccnfure 
fall on the faithle%S timeferver, who 
hides himfelf under general and 
ambiguous language, to avoid the 
truth. Such muy well be ranked 
with * falfe apoitles, and deceit- 
ful workers, who by good words 
and fair fpeeches deceive the hearts 
of the fimple.+ 
*1 Cor. xiv. 19. + Rom. xvi, 18. and 

a Cor xi. 13. 





learned, or, 
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ITI. The Chriftian minifter mutt 
preach the gofpel demon/tratively 

His preaching fhould be “ inthe 
demonitration of the fpirit, and 
of power,”+ as diftinguifhed from 
the enticing words of human wif- 
dom, that the faith of his hearers 
“¢ may not ftand in the wifdom of 
man, but in the power of God.” 
For this purpofe he needs a deep 
and extenfive acqaintance with the 
Chriftian fyftem—much and well 
chofen reading—and much ftudy 
and prayer, that his views of truth 
may be clear, and his reafoning, 
conclufive ; and that not merely, 
to the man of fcience, and the 
well ftudied divine ; but to his at- 
tentive and ferious hearers of eom- 
mon capacity. ‘Thefe conftitute 
the great body of thofe who hear 
him, and among thefe he mutt 
look for his principal fuccefs. 
Tis arguments mutt therefore be 
both conclufive and plain. To 
this end, much depends on the 
connexion of the parts of his dif- 
courfe, and the due arrangement 
of his thoughts. 

Nothing ishere mentioned touch- 
ing the manner of {peaking moft 
conducive to fuccefs. Books of 
oratory are common, and may be 
confulted withadvantage. Among 
thefe, profeffor Blair’s ieGtures, and 
Dr. Fordyce’s art of preaching de- 
ferve particular notice. 

After all, to the preacher pof- 
feffed of proper abilities and infor- 
mation, and who feels the weight 
and importance of divine things, 
the fubject will infpire an ardor 
and pathos, more adapted to im- 
prefs the truth onthe minds of 
his hearers, and affeéttheir hearts, 
than all the accomplifhmentsof art, 
without it. 

The leading truths of religion 
already named, myft be often 


+ 1 Cor. ii. 4. 


How the gofpel foould be preached. 


' true Chriftian. 





[Ocrt, 


clearly ftated and urged, and the 
wholefyftem of Chriftian truth and 
duty, conneéted with them, mutt 
be brought into view. 

Divine truth, exifting in the 
mind and refting on its mere eyj- 
dence, is inftrumental, through 
the divine blefling, to convince 
and convert the finner ; to deteé& 
the hvpocrite ; and to edify the 
Itis no lefs adap- 
ted to {top the mouths of gain-fay- 
ers, to filence unruly and vain talk- 
ers,and bring them to the acknowl- 
edgementof the truth. Not indeed 
without a powerful divine agency 
attending the word of truth. 

Without this Paul may plant 
and Apollos water, in vain. But 
this affords no juft objeétion a- 
gainft the ufe of divinely inftituted 
means, or the leaft ground to ex- 
pect that agency in the neglect of 
them. 

IV. The Chriftian miniftermuf 
preach the gofpel boldly. Thus 
the apoftle Paul requefted the pray- 
ers of the Ephefians,that he might 
** open his mouth boldly, to make 
known the my(tery of the gofpel— 
that therein he might fpeak boldly, 
as he ought to focak.”*—This bold- 
ncfs iscfiential to the right perform- 
ance of his duty, asa preacher of 
the gofpel, in diftinétion from a 
governing concern to pleafe men, 
or obtain the approbation of the 
moft refpectable hearers, (however 
defirable when the fruitof fidelity.) 

The fear of mam muft never 
fhut his mouth, from declaring the 
whole counfel of God, in the molt 
clear, folemn and demonftrative 
manner He muftkeepback noth- 
ing, profitable to them,even wheth- 
er they will hear or forbear, re- 
membering that he is the fteward of 
God, and to him he muft fhortly 
give an account. 


* Ephef. vi. 19, 20- 














1801.] 


This boldnefs however, is wide- 
ly different from that felf-fufficien- 
cy and overbearing authority which 
have been, in fome inftances mif- 
taken for it, and by which evil 
men have done much hurt to the 
caufe of God and the fouls of 
their hearers. ‘I'he former is the 
refult of deep impreffions of the 
prefence and authority of God, 
the worth of fouls, the preciouf- 
nefs of gofpel truth and the impor- 
tance of eternity. The Jatter in- 
dicates the abfence of all thefe, 
and fhewsa mind puffed up with 
religious pride and felf-conceit. 
The boldnefs dictated and infpired 
by the gofpel is that freedom of 
thought and expreffion which re- 
fults from proper views of fpiritual 
and divine objects. ‘Thefe fill the 
mind with impreffions of their in- 
finite importance, and lay the creat- 
ure low before God, and thus de- 
liver him from the fear of man by 
filling him with the fear of God. 

V. The Chriftian minifter mutt 
nreach the gofpel with Aumility. 

With this, indeed, he mult do 
all things ; it isan effential branch 
of genuine Chriftianity. But it 
is peculiarly important in preaching 
the gofpel. 

Humility refultsfrom right views 
of the divine character and gov- 
ernment, and of our own charac- 
ter and ftate. “I have heard of 
thee,”’ faid an eminent faint, “ by 
the hearing of the ear, but now 
mine eye feeth thee, wherefore I 
abhor myfelf, and repent in daft 
and afhes.”’** Such was the effeé& 
of a clear difplay of the divine 
fulnefs to holy Job, and fuch will 
itever be, to a heart prepared to 
embracedivinetruth. ‘Thepreach- 
er, deeply impreffed with a fenfe 
of his own exceeding unworthi- 
refs, is prepared to fpeak honor- 





* Job xiii. 5, 6. 
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ably of God and Chrift, and to 
addrefg his hearers in a manner 
adapted to imprefs their minds, and 
perfuade thém to confider their lat- 
ter end ; andthus he “ commends 
the truch to their confciences in 
the fight cf God.” 

VI. The Chriftian minifter 
muft preach the gofpel in the fpirit 
of kindne/s. 

The piousand benevolentpreach- 
er, in his preparations for the pub- 
lic folemnites, will contemplate 
the worth of the foul of man, the 
malignity of fin, the awfulnefs of 
divine wrath, the importance of 
eternity, and the wonderful love 
and grace of God, revealed in the 
gofpel, and brought to us throu 
Jefus Chrift. All thefe fubje@s 
and efpecially the Jaft, will pre- 
pare him to feel the moft tender 
benevolence to perifhing finners. 
He will therefore addrefs them 
from the fulnefs of his heart, with 
ardent longing for their falvation. 
Numerous and weightyare the moe 
tives to the kindeft addrefs to the 
fouls of his hearers. Weaddia 
the laft place, 

Vil. The Chriftan minifter 
mult preach the gofpel with folem- 
lily. 

This remark refults from all 
which have preceeed. Thetruths 
to be proclaimed are exceedingly 
folema and weighty,as they refpe& 
the great things of God, and his 
wonderful love and grace to guilty 
man; theyare folemn as they re- 
late to the wonderful work of re- 
demption by the obedience and 
death of our Lord Jefus Chrift ; 
and as ¢hey refpect the joys and 
forrows of departed fouls—-the glo- 
rious and dreadful realities of the 
future and eternal ftate, and as 
they refpeét the final condition 
of the preacher and his hearers, 
which will be decided forever, by 


the abufe or improvement of this 
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I will rejoice. I fay not, that I! 
“boofe mifery, or fear it, for I can- 
not be unbatpy, wh ile fuch a Ged | 
$6 ? But the f/#fi Chriftian, 

f he may be called a Chriftian, 
es his views and affections circum- 
fcribed by the narrow boundaries 
of felf, ora limited {phere of ope- 
ration. ‘The {pirit of his prayer is 
“6 fave ine and mine,and do as thou 
wilt with the reft.””’ He has with- 
in himno fentimert of delight in 
a general, diflufive happinefs, the 
good of others. This is peculiar to 
the new creature, * except a man 
be born again,”? he has no wnton 
with, nor can he enjoy the kingdom 
of God. 

4th. Itis very obfervable, that 
the well-informed, felf-acquainted 
Chriftian, talks very litile of his 
graiitude to God ina view of his 
Lenefits, compared with the expref- 
fions, of the formal, or legal pro- 
feffor ; he is feldom confcious to 
himfelf that he is indeed in the 
prefent exercile of this highly be- 
coming grace- He fees there is 
ample occafion for it, but how to 
attain to it, he knows not. He 
never promjis, in a view of with- 
ed for mercy, that he will return 
a tribute of thankfulneis on its re- 
ception, for he has becn made | 
deeply fenfibie of his abfolute c- 
pendenceon God, and thoroughly 
feels that there is no foundation in 
Sis heart for an exercife of this 
grace, ** forin him dwells no goed 
thing. ”” By comparing his fecl- 
ings with the truth, he cannot but 
hope he poffeies its radical {pirit, 
but “wes £ iw we thee an hun- 
gered, &c. He mourns and Ia- 
ments Over the ingratitude of his 
heart. ‘Thist 5a “ihe dy of « leath,’’ 
under which he cri: % “ who fhall 
deliver me.”’ Wonle the deluded 
with gratitude, 





formalift overd? 
almoft contit.ually ; he can {ctapart 





days of thank ‘viving, and haye 


ua 
we 


perio odical and carze! returns of 
th: ‘s Chriftian, | Dut I T fe Ts me han- 
ical grace. May we be faved fron 
delufion—learn to difineuiyh 3 and 
remember that we are 10 be weigh- 
edin a balance, that may prove 
us wanting ! 


AMELIA. 
Queftiens and Anfwers—by Ame- 


LIA. 


Quef. ft. ON what ground, 
does the true Chriftian {22 mit to, 
and confide in his God ? 

“nf. ¥rom a firm behet that he 
will manage all things in the very 
beft manner for his kin gdom at 
large. He does not with ‘th at his 
individual happinefs fhould be con- 
fuited, but derives his enjoyment 
froma purer, more refined fource, 
to wit, the greateft happincfs of in- 
telligent naturc—or the good of 
others. 

Que). From whence originates 
the fancied fubmiffion of the {clf- 
dulnile ‘d hypocrite ? 

Anf. Fr m an apprehenfion that 
by it, he fliail be a fainer. Hk 
is taught the indifpenfible acecflity 
of this exercife—that without it 


there can be ne fey for him iy he 
therefore, mercly a: a refuge from 
pe rfonal ev: throws / bial if into 
the hand of God. Not fo the 


true Chriftian, who confides, not 
by neceffit ‘ys but of chatce, feeing 
amp Je foundation fornnlimited con- 
fidence in a being of abfolute per- 
fection. 

Oucf. What is t 
true gratitude ? 

Arf. The true character of a a 
holy God is the iromediate obic& 
of true pratituce. "That dine is 
abcing at the head cf the univerfe 
peficfiing fi uch cndowments as eve- 
ry way qualify him to make the 
moll equal and pelea diftribution 
of things, fills the benevelenthcart 
with holy triumph; and that cL: 


he OL} ot ep 
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will make that very ufe of him, 
and all befide, as moft ffedually to 
promote thevery befl encis, excites the 
pureft and moft exalted gratitude. 

Qucf. What are the pean 
nant features of felfith gratitude ? 

Anf. It is founded on the fup- 

pofed partial goodnefs of God. 

The felfifh heart is peculiarly ex- 
ercifed by what he calls redeeming 
Jove, that Chrift fhould fufer and 
die for finners |! What heart would 
not meltat theidea? Butthis love 
and gratitude are built on mifappre- 
henfion of the great mediatorial 
work. There never was fuch an 
atonement exhibited, nor fuch a 
Saviour provided, 
heart forms to itfelf, while it idol- 
izes the God of its own creating. 

Quef. Does not the true Chrif- 
tian exercife gratitude in a view of 
the work of redemption ? 
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GENTLEMEN, 
N aged perfon, who, in ear. 
ly life, inlifted under the 
banner of Jefus, and who, in view. 
ingthe time of her departure at 
hand, can fay with confidence, as 
we tru(t, that fhe * hath kept the 
faith,” was converfing with me, 
afew days fince, upon the con: 
cerns of eternity ; having com- 
plained of much coldach, ftupid- 
ity and deadnefs of heart, fhe ad- 
ded, ** I derivegreat comfort, how- 
ever, fromaperufalof theConneéti- 
cut Evangelical Magazine. It gives 
f This was {po- 
ken with an emphafis which enga- 
ged my particular attention ; and 
evinced the truth of that remark 
which has been frequently made, 


that, through the medium of fuch 


Anf. Yes, but he does it under- | 


flandingly. That Chrilt has mag- 
nified the law and made it honora- 
ble—that he has witneffed to its 


righteou/ne/s and the ill-defert of fin, | 


and fealed it with his blood—fills 
him with joy unfpeakable. 
heart attaches itfelf to Chrift on 
thefe very confiderations. This 
fentiment breathed by the benevo- 
lent Jefus, “ holy father glorify 
thyfelf,” wnites the fanétified heart 
tothe Redeemer, with the moft 
tender, endearing and complacen- 
tial affections. 6 howunfpeakably 
diverfe are the exercifes of the re- 


natural tous! May we inquilitive- 


ly fearch after its fpecific differ- 
ence ! 


An account of a work of divine 
grace, ina revival of religion, in 
the town of 
Massaczz SETITS; im the year 
1799, in @ letier to the Edie: ‘s 


Jrom the Rev. Sanvat Saerarn, 
ef that sown. 


LENOX; Stats of 


His | 


a publication as the Magazine, Chrif- 
tians might do much to f{trengthen 
the a and encourage the 
hearts of each other. Barnabas, 
when he came to Antioch, * and 
had feen the grace of God, was 
glad.””) The narratives of the late 
revival of religion in many of our 
congregations, will alfo, to all the 
real friends of Zion whoread them, 


| give joy unfpeakable. 


| 
j 








| 
| 
| 
! 


or the Led Fefus ¢ 


‘Lhe confideration, that religious 
intelligence of this nature mult re- 
joice the friends of the Receemer, 
and, by ‘he divine blefing, tend, 


in other rc to promote the 


= 


| profperity ot %oon, has induced 


: eto fend you fome account of 
newed heart, from every thing con- | 


e late 


very ‘ftriking manifeftation 
F the 


:¢ power and grace 
mong the peo- 
ple of my pattoral charge. 

I cannot learn from any of the 
firft fettlers, that there has ever 
been any remarkable revival of re- 
ligion ia this town until the month 
of June 1799. It appears, that 
the gre tet number which was 
ever cided to this church in the 
courfe of one year, was about ele- 


1Ca3 
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ven. This, if Iam rightly in- 
formed, was in the year 1783. 
Such was the effect of the unhap- 
py divifions which frequently oc- 
curred in the church, and the nu- 
merous interruptions to public re- 
ligiousinftruction and the {tated ad- 
miniftration of divine ordinances, 
that, for many years, the meflage 
to the church in Sardis might with 
peculiar propriety have been addref- 


that thou haft aname, that thou 
liveft, and art dead.”? Ar the 
time of my ordination, which was 
in April 1795, the fituation of 
thischurch called for the earneft 
prayers of all who had a heart to 
pray. The number ofits members 
was not much greater then, than it 
had been, perhaps, for twenty-five 
years before; and, almoft the 
whole of them were bowing under 
the infirmities of age. No per- 


fon, who was in early life, was a. 
Not a 
fingle young perfon had been re- ' 


member of this church. 


ceived into it, in the courfe of fix- 
teen years. To fee the youth, all 


as one, wafting away their beft mo- | 


ments in ftupidity—to view them 
as accountable creatures, and yet, 
living apparently without a hope— 


“ without a with beyond the grave” 


—and, to fee a few grey-headed 
perfons compofe almott the whole 


number of communicants at the fa- | 


cramental table—mutt, to one jult 
entering upon the work of the 


miniftry, give feelings, which can- | 


not calily be defcribsd. Well 
might this church, like God’s an- 
cient covenant people when they 
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fat in captivity by the waters of 


Babylon, hang its “* harps upon 
the willows ;”’ for, it fecmed, in- 
deed, that, when the few, who 
were rapidly haltening down the 
vale of time, fhould be borne to 
the grave, and delivered from the 
evil tocome, the name of Jefus, 


Vor. I. No. 4. 


4 


137 


/in the holy ordinance of the fup- 
per, would, among us, be fcarce- 
ly had in remembrance. 

Such were the melancholy prof- 


| peéts of this church until the fpring 
of the vear 1799. 


While fhow- 
ers of divine grace were falling on 
other parts of Zion, and God, by 
his fpirit, was vifiting one place 
and another, and quickening mul- 


titudes “ for his name’s fake,” we 
fed to us— I know thy works, | 


feemed to be folemnly warned in 
the words recorded in Rev. ii. 5. 
© Remember, therefore, from 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
or elfe I will come unto thee quick- 
ly, and will remove thy candle- 
ftick out of his place.” But, the 
Lord hath faid, “ Iwill have mer- 
cy on whom I will have mercy,” 
and, glory betohisname. With 
him, is the refidue of the fpirit, 
and he can pour itout when, and 
where, and on whom he pleafeth. 
He hath made it, therefore, a 
day of his power, and caufed, 
even in the midft of us, a ** fha- 
king among the dry bones.” 

In the month of April 1799, 
feveral members of the church, 
manifefted great anxiety about the 
{tate of religion among us, and 

'expreffed a delire that meetings 
might be appointed for religious 
conference and fpecial prayer for 
the out-pouring of the holy {purit. 
This requeft was afterwards made 
known to the church asa body. 
They unanimoufly approved of it, 
and a conference meeting was ac- 
| cordingly appoinzed. ‘This meet- 
ing was attended by as many pco- 
ple, as previous appearances war- 
ranted us to expsct. A fermon 
was preached at this meeting, and 
the audience were very attentive. 
At the next conference, we con- 


tion of the being and perfedtions 
of God. Several perfons at this 


verfed upon a particular paffage of. 
{cripture, which led to a confidera- 
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meeting appeared unufually folemn. 
Aboutthis time,two or three young 
perfens were brought under deep 
conviétion, and found earneftly in- 
quiring what they fhould doto be 
faved ; and at the thirdconference 
meeting, were to be feen, perfons 
from every part of the town. 
The divine authority of the {crip 
tures, was made the fubje& of con- 
verfation, and the appearance of 
the Affembly was truly affecting. 
They feemed now to confider the 
holy bible tobe the very voice of 
God toa guilty world—and the 
religion of Jefus,a folemn reality. 
Sinners were brought to tremble in 
view of eternity—and profefling 
hriftians were animated and ren- 
dered fervent in prayer. From 
that time, the work became more 
general-—religious conferences were 
multiplied —the houfe of God was 
thronged upon the fabbath—and 
multitudes feemed, tofpare nopains 
in obtaining religious inftruction. 
Several perfons, in attcmpting upon 
a particular fabbath to fing the judg- 
ment Anthem, appeared to be 
greatly diftreffed. A fermon, the 
defign of which, was to enforce 
the leading ideas contained in the 
anthem, was afterwards delivered 
from Adts i. 11th.—** This fame 
Jefus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, fhali fo come in like 
manner as ye have feen him go in- 
to heaven.” A divine bleffing 
appeared in fome meafure to attend 
the difcourfe ; and, while thofe 
who entertained a hope of a per 


fonal intereft in Chrift, feemed to | 


be wrapped up in the contempla- 
tion of that glory and maiefty o! 
Zion’s King, which will he difplay- 
ed in that all-importene Ca to 
which reference is had in the an 

them, jome of the oppoftre char 

acter, were appar rtly filled wil 
awful appreheniions on aecour 


sheir ill-defert, and fremed to look 
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forward to the day of judgment, as 
atime, when their hearts mutt die 
within them. From that folemn 
feafon, there was an increafing at. 
tention to things of a ferious na. 
ture, among old and young, for 
feveral months. While we heard 
of fome from time to time, who 
were brought toa fenfe of their 
guilt and danger, others, having 
feen the impending ftorm of divine 
vengeance and fied to one falfe re- 
fuge after anothertill all were tried 
in vain, were hopefully brought to 
bow at the foot of divine fovereign- 
ty—to fee the moral beauty and 
tranfcendent amiablenefs and worth 
of the divine Saviour—to embrace 
him on gofpel terms, and, to find 
by experience that “wifdom’s ways 
are pleafantnefs.”’ 

On the twentieth of Oé&tober, 
twenty-four perfons were received 
into the church. ‘This was with 
us, a memorable day. But a 
final! part of the congregation had 
ever before feen a young perfon 
publicly engage in the Chriftian 
warfare. From the fame-youthful 
circle—from the fame family, fome 
were “ taken” while others were 
© Jeli.” While fome parents 
were fo happy as to fee their chil- 
dren foliowing them in the Chrif- 
tian profeffion, others, who were 
confcious of being ftill heirs of 
that kingdom which is doomed to 
deftruction, faw their offspring flee- 
ing for refuge to the wounds of 
a bleeding Saviour. Hufbands 
and wives—parents and children— 
brothers and fifters were feparated 
by that line of diftin@ion which 
is formed by a religious profeflion. 
In this, the divine fovereignty was 
obvious, **’The Lord reigneth, let 
ic carth rejoice.” Having taken 
upon themfelves the bonds of the 
Chriftian and heard a 
articular addrefs to the church 
and them, diétated by the intereft- 


covenant, 
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ing occafion, thofe who, in this 
ublic manner, had united with 

the vifible church of Chrift, fang 

an hymn which concluded thus, 

“ Saints by the power of God are kept, 
“ Till full faivation come: 


“ We walk by faith, as ftrangers here, 
« Till Chrift fhall cali us home.” 


The language to the fpeétators, 
in the fcene then pafling before them | 
was, “ We are journeying unto 
the place of which the Lord faid, 


I will give it you : come thou with | 


us and we willdo thee good; for 
the Lord hath fpoken good con- | 
cerning Ifrael.”” A folemn filence, 
was obferved during the whole fer- 
vice. Not an air of levity was 
difcovered, for a moment, in a 
fingle countenance. The infidel 
and abandoned man {tood appalled 
—and, to the friends of Zion, the 
feafon afforded a prelibationofheav- , 
enly joys. Theold and theyoung, 
who were prefent, feemed ready 
to adopt the language of Jacgb, 
when he awoke from a dream, at 
Bethel, “ How dreadful, is this 
place ! This is none other, but the 


houfe of God, and this is the gate | 


of heaven.” 

It was not, until feveral months 
after this precious feafon, that the 
religious attention among us ap- 
peared to abate An unhappy 
contention in the town relative to 
{chool-diftri€s, had, among other 
things, a tendency, no doubt, to 
gtieve away that divine gueft, who 
had fo much gladdened the hearts 
of the few who had long waited 
for the * confolation of Ifracl.”’ 
At the prefent time, there is cvi- | 
dently a growing inattention to 
Spiritual concerns. A goodlynum- 
ber, however, yet manifeft, in 
their deportment, much of the life 
and power of religion ; and, from | 
a‘ remembrance of paft joys,’ 
are probably induced to go often 
to the throne of grace with the im- 


Revival of Re 


ligion in Lenox. 139 


portant petition, * Wilt thou not 
revive us again, that thy people 
may tejoice in thee ?” 

The wholé number of thofe, 
who have been received into this 
church {ince the beginning of the 
late awakening, is fifty-three. 
Some of this number, however, 
entertained a hope that they had 
become experimentally acquainted 
| with religion before “the time of 
refrefhing from the prefence of the 
Lord,” referred to in this narra- 
|tive. Several perfons, who, in 
‘the time of the lateawakening, ho- 
ped, that, in a fpiritual fenfe,they 





had “ pafled from death unto life,” - 


have never yet, in a public manner, 
‘declared themfelves to be on the 
-Lord’s fide. Of the number who 
have been recently added to the 
church,almotttwothirdsare females. 
Maay of the new converts are in 
early life. Nearly allof thefAcon- 
tinue to give fatisfactory evidence 
that they have been * called out 
of darknefs into marvellous light,” 
and that Chrift is in reality, ‘* for- 
med in them, the hope of glory.” 
In atime of ingathering hike this, 
however, it is to be expedted that 
fome chaff will remain with the 
wheat. “ Let not him that gird- 
eth on his harnefs boaft himfelf, as 
hethat puttethit off.’ Itbecomes 
all thofe who enter the Chriftian 
warfare, to remember, that the 
promife of falvation is to him, 
‘6 that endureth unto the end ;” 
‘and, thatthe fame grace, which 
at firft called them, is requifit 
‘to their perfeverance. ‘“ The 
fruit of the {pirit,”” faith the apof- 
‘tle, “ is in all goodnefs, and 
righteoufnefs and truth 5’ and, 
| 6 every man who hath” the Chrif- 
E lan § hope i in him, pur: ifieth him- 
felf, even as he”? wi ho is the au- 
thor of it, * is pure.’ 
The condu& of thofe, who at- 
tended religious conferences and 
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leftures, and, for a time, appear- 
ed to be ferioufly impreffed, but af- 
terwards, returned to their former 
ftupidity, forcibly reminds me of 
the cafe of one mentioned in Mat- 
thew xii. 45. “ The laft ftate 
of thar man’ faid the Saviour, 
‘* is worfe than the firft.”” 

The condition of thofe who re- 
mained uniformly carelefs and in- 
attentive while the goings of God 
were fo vifible among us, appears 
to be ftill more dangerous and de- 
plorable. 

Ttis exprefsly foretold in the 
facred volume, that, * in the laft 


days, {coffers fhall come, walking | 
To thofe. 


luft.”? 


after their own 
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hood, and in the fame families, 
were greatly diftrefled in mind, 
without knowing the feelings of 
each other. Some fuch, who 
had ever before been extremely 
inattentive to divine things and 
moft fhamefully ignorant of the 
truths of revelation, were now a- 
ble in alittle time to fpeak of the 
depravity of the human heart— 
the nature of fin—the beauties of 
holinefs—the plan of falvation by 
Chrift—in fhort, of all the doc- 
trines, duties and inftitutions of 
the Chriitian fyftem with a propri- 


ety, which was truly afton:fhing. 


of fuch a character—thofe who ' 


openly and bitterly oppofed this 


} 


blefled work, and ridiculed every | 


thing of a ferious nature, it is to 
be feared that nothing remains, 
© buta certain fearful looking for 


of judgment, and fiery indigna- | 


tion, which fhall devour the ad-; ing cloquence will water, in vain 


verfary.”” > 

I will clofe this peneral account 
of the late revival of relgion a- 
mong us, with afew particular re- 
marks. 

1. This revival was evidently 
the work of God. 
the very fudden change in the ap- 
pearance and purfuits*of the peo- 
ple, is in {lead of a thoufand ar- 
guments. ‘The immediate hand 
of omnipotence was ftrikingly ex- 
hibited in this work. It was _pre- 
ceded by no providential occurren- 
ces which were uncommon. No 
Special judgments were felt, and, a 
little time only before the revival, 
people of every defcription appear- 
ed, as to religious concerns, to 
be flumbering and fleeping. Reli- 
cious inftructien was no othernow, 
than it had been ; and, fo far from 
bein: aflected by mere fympathy, 
it was often the cafe that perfons 
who livedinthe fame neighbour- 


The Apoftle knew what he faid, 
when having the gofpel difpenfa- 
tion in view, he fpake thefe memo- 
rable words— We havethistreafure 
in carthen veflels that the excellen- 
cy of the power may be of God, 
and net of us. ‘* A Paul, di- 


_vinely infpired will plant, and an 


Apollos, with the moft command- 


—unlefs God give the increafe. 
When 4e ftandeth in the valley of 
dry bones, and commandeth them 
to hear his word, they will live. 


| He alone can quicken the dead in 
heart and bow the ftubborn will, 


To prove this, | 





and when it js done, in any in- 
itance, may he alone have the 
glory ! 

2. This revival of religion be- 
gan inthe church ; and I believe it 
will be found true, that, in almoft 
every inftance of religious revival, 
it makes its firft appearance in the 
church of Chrift. When God 1s 
about to beftow fpiritual blefings 
upon a people, itis his ufual meth- 
od, firft to awake his profeffed 
friends out of fleep. Before a fin- 
gle inftance of convidtion was 
known im this place, in the fpring 
of the year 1799, many of the 
members of this church, in the 
courfe of a few days, manifefted 
an anxious concern bor the caufe of 





_ 
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Chrift. 
and fupplication feemed to be given | 
them ; and, “as foon as Zion tra- 
vailed, fhe brought forth children.’ 
While therefore profefiing chriftians 
continue to grieve the oy Spirit, 
when they exhibit evidence of 
much Icannefs of foul, and of much 
coldnefs and ftupidity in the dif 
charge of incumbert duty, they 
can have but little reafon to fuppofe 

at a fhower of divine grace is near 
rene 

3. Such a revival of religion 
moft {trikingly evinces the impor- 
tance of all the means of grace 
which God hath inftituted. When 
once the attention of a people is 
really called up tothe concerns of 


the foul, how precious, in their | 


How 
God’s holy fabbath— | 


view are feafons for prayer. 
precious 1S 
how initantiy do they ily to the bi- 
ble~—how highly do ‘they prize ev- 
ery opportunity to get religious in- 
{truction, and to affociate with the 
people of God for ferious conver 
fation! ELow great would be the 
diftrels of fuch, if they were, at 
once dep1 ived of all opporianity 
to learn the chara@er of God—to 
acquire right views of their owr 
moral f{tare—and, of the golpel 
plan of falvation ? God works by 
means, in the moral, as well as 
natural world. ‘They are neceffa- 
rily connected with the end. 
“« Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.” 

4. The appearance of the peo 
ple in this place, at the time of the 
Jate awakening, will enable me to 
add to the teftimony of others ref- 
pecting the work in general, that 
it has been attended with molt re 
markable regularity. God was 
emphatically in the itil] finall 
voice.” Nothing was faid, in 
particular, about dreams and vil- 
ions—hearing unufual voices and 
feeing uncommon fights. No ex- 
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A fpirit of fervent prayer travagance, either in gcflures, or 


out-cries, appeared. No wild en- 
thufiafm attended the revival in any 
lage of it. 

Among thofe in this town 
who have beca awakened to attend 
to religioustruth, 2 remarkable u- 
niformity has occurred relative to 
the doGrines which have been em- 
braced. Thefe are fuch as are ufu- 

allytermedcafuinsfic. Suchtruths, 
as the total and awful depravity of 
the human heart—the necefhity of 
regeneration; or, a change of mor- 


_al talte as a preparation for the en- 


joyment of a holy heaven—the 


equity of the divine law in its pen- 


' 





aity, as well as preccpt—the divine 
fovereignty in the falvation of fin- 
ners, as the only poflible ground 
of hope in the cafe of a guilty of- 
fender—the neceffity of gofpel mo- 
rality as an evidence of juftifying 
faithh—and all the doétrines ef- 
eg connectedwith thefe, were 
readily received by all “ with one 
con font.” 

G. It is wortl hy of notice, that 
the revival of religion in this town 
has proved to be almoft a dath- 
wound to the vain amufements of 
young people. \n attempt to ef- 
aablith a dancing: Mg ae among us 
in the time of the late fpeci al at- 
tention to religion was poner tor 
neatly abortive: and, the youth im 
general aie {till very remarkable for 
fobriety Many of them are rea- 


dy to acknowlcdge inftantly, that 


they have derived more fubftantial 
enjoyment in one hour of religious 
worfhip and converfation, than an 
eternity would afford them in the 
purfuit of felfith gratifications. 

7. One dittinguifhed feature of 
this work as it appeared among us, 
and elfewhere, according to the 
narratives which have been publifh- 
ed, is humility. The fubjects of 


this revival, who have obtained a 
' Chriftian hope, have very uniformly 
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appeared to be humble; and to walk 
foftly before their Maker. In view 
of the drvine perf €iions and re 
quirements, they have, ut times, ex- 
nrefled oreatfelt-abhorrence. This 
has been one f{triking effect of the 
genuine operation Lf the divine 

oathe hearts of finners, ia 


Spirit, 

every age. Wefind that “ God 
and his grace are full t the fame ;” 
and, that true relizion is the fame 
thing, i all the rea! fu 
Did a true knowledge of Go 
lead Jub to % abr himfelf 
repent ia dult and ath. 
iah to exclaim, “ { am undone, 
beeau fe l ama man of unclean 
Jips’’—-and Jeremiah to {mite upon 
saat tiioh ard couicis his fh: ime— 
and the Publican to fmite uvon his 
breaft, fzying, “ God be merciful 
to me a finner’—and Peter co full 
down, faying, “ depart 

dor t am a fin fal m: wn, O, Lord 

and Pau! to cxclum, * O, Cie 
ed man that { am, who thal! leliv- 
er me, from the bodyof thisdeath 2” 
A fimilar fenfe of their own vile. 
nefs a and perfuna gu ilt hic 

manifcited by multirudes, wie, in 
the courfe of 

lision in 
h opefully broug >| 
yral darknefs. aad |: 
to marvellous i 7? 
edge. 

May an holy God, in infinite 
mercy, continue to make manifett 
phe alor y of his powel and the gio- 
ry of his grace, ia building / 
on ; for, in no other Way € 
Wwe rationally ¢ expect to fee happy 
individuals——t Appi y familics—hap- 
py nerghborhoods—h. ppy focie- 
ties——happy towAs—happy itates— 
WpD 
mn ! 
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bis heart, and bringing him to gen- | 
tine repentance and final falvation ? 
y ou are placed in this fituation by 
divine providence. While you 
both were finners God had mercy 
on you ; and now, how knowett 
thou, but he has brought you into 
this ela ition for the very purpofe of 
making your Chriftian exertions 
cperate ‘for his fpiritual good ? 
They furely mutt be to him mott 
powerfu i} means of conviétion ; 
and if fo, you have preat seehen 
to hope they may be rendered ef- 
ficacious. And hence Jet no con- 
fideration induce you to leave him, 
if he is difpofed to abide, and fvl- 
filthe duties of an hufband. The 
fame, precifely, maybe addreffed to 
the believing hufband, concerning 
his unbelieving wife. 

Thefe ideas being plainly held 
up in the text, afford very preat 
encouragement to per fons placed in 
like circumftances. From caufes 
toonumerous to mention it isa faé, 
that multitudes in a Chriftian coun- 
try are unequally connedied, in the 
married flate, with companions 
deflicute of true piety ; and while 
thisis the cafe, and felt tobe fo, it 
isa fource of the /eavie/ affidion, 
although the partner, in every oth- 
er refpect, is agreeable and truly 
refpected. Not to fpeak of the 

almoft unfurmountable weight of 
forrow which is added, when the 
unbeliever is highly difobliged by 
religion, and unpleafant in his car- 
riage otherwife, let the obferva- 
tion apply to the moft eligible con- 
dition the circumftances can admit. 
While the believer from day to 
cay, feels the attra@tions of heav- 


> 
} 
| 
j 
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his feelings are all carnal, worldly, 
and ‘conftantly purfuing fome un- 

fubftantial earthly toys. He has 
a relith for fertous fubjeéts—ot 


the delights ef religion he knows 


nothin ng-—he has no {piritual tafte, 
by at the invifible  realties 
of heaven delight him—no, the 
odors of Paradife diffufed through 
divine truths do not regale him— 
when his dear friend opens the 
heart-felt pleafures cf devotion— 
the joys of holy contemplation 
upon the Saviour of finners, and 
his wondrous methods of grace, 
he fits mute, or replies fo wide 
from the current of her views and 
wifhes, as demonftrates his unap- 
prehenfion of what fhe has faid. 
This fame incapacity to join in ho- 
ly joys or forrows, or in whatever 
the heart is moft interefted, occurs 
unceafingly. ‘This brings ona bur- 


/ den upon her foul which utterly 


_ner—-or how can it 


furpafles defcription. a qwhat 
can be done 3 fail they part? This 
is forbidden. But how can the 
heart endure its folitude, in fo dear 

a conneétion, and be foiled in eve 
cry pious focial joy ? How can it. 
endure its t+ mptations to fin from 
worldly r purfuits, j in order to pleafe 
an wulenGihed tafte, in her part- 
maintain the 


| cheerfulnefs fuitable tothe Chnif- 


enly things and the fweets of come | 


munion with God: He, or fhe, 
has no partner in thefe joys. The 
bofom fricud is unaffeéted, unin- 
terefted, and wholly occupied in 
meaner things,aud eventrifles com- 
paratively. His mind, his tho’ts, 


tian life, or difcharge its duties ? 
| The anfwer to all thefe queries is, 
Abide in the Spire ; Lope and truft 
in God.—Be kind and gentle to your 
| friend 3 condefcend and ol ge him 
tothe uimoft of your power in ail 
lawful things, an nd pray. for his foul, 

The kind Fula, who lived in 
this fituation, in one of the larger 
towns inthis ftate, felt all the ener- 


_ gies of pure rcligioa for her dear, 


yet unbelieving hufband. But 
what could fhe do ? He was bred 
to feafaring bufinefs, and a com- 
lete man of the world. Like 


toomany who vit foreign parts, 
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and fee howthe fafhionable world 


live, he fet light by the pearl 
of great price. He never prayed 
in his family, or ferioufly thanked 
the giver of his daily bread. He 
affociated himfelf with fach as fuit- 
ed his own caft of mind, and {pent 
his whole time in the mere acqui- 
fition of worldlytreafures. Some- 
times, though not iteadily he wait- 
ed on her to the houfe of God on 
the fabbath and attended public 
worfhip with decency.—-But after- 
ward was beft pleafed in {pending 
the remainder of the day, in con- 
verfing upon bufinefs—hearing and 
rehearfing the public news or amu- 
fing himfelf fome way with his af- 
fociates, with whom he might 
happen to fallio company. He 
was kind to his Julia, and never 
allowed himfelf to fpeak difrefpedt- 
fully of religion in her prefence ; 
but feemed to yield it reverence 
purcly for her fake. He would 
often wait on her to the door, 
where a private conference mecting 
was held ; andthen retire to fome 
worldly company till it was over ; 
and then return and conduét her 
home. ‘Thus the had no profpea, 
but to fpend her days with one, 
whofe kindeft attcniions, were but 


the fhell of endearment 3 tor their | 


hearts bad no communion, under all 
the outward civilities which they 
paid to each other. A concealed 
pain in Julia’s heart atuended every 
attempt to pleafe or be pleafed. 
Often a fivange coolnefs, and in- 
differ nuld fteal imperceptibly 
upon them, . which the moment 
pe erceived would pive alarm, and 
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poral affairs became deranged and 
embarraffed. Thefe things alter- 
cd not the natural vigor of his fpir- 
its——they only introduced a tem- 
porary gloom, which partook of 
that forrow of the world which 
works death ; and then hope of 
amendment would revive him. 
Nearly two years elapfed in this 
fituation, when his complaints in- 


| creafed upon him very materially. 


Through this fcene, the kind Ju- 
lia, was doubly attentive to all 


his neceflities, by might and by 


| day—no endearing office in her 


power efcaped her ; and often 
while adminiftering fome refrefhing 
cordials, fe would introduce the 
balm of the gofpel, and difcourfe 
to him upon religion. His ear 
feemed in fome meafure to be open- 
ed to inftruction ; but this wasall 
She exhorted him to pray; but 
no, this was a bufinefs to which 
he never had attended. He ex- 
preffed a willingnefs to have oth- 
es pray for him, but he could not 
pray for himfel® About this time 
did the heart of Julia 
melt within her, to notice from 
day to day, his diforders gradually 
advancing, and his poor foul buri- 
edin darknefs, flupidity, and fin. 
She made it her conftant practice 
every night, after tenderly repo- 
fing him in bed, to retire to anoth- 
er apartment and pour out her 
heart before God for his eternal 


intereft. At length this appear- 
ed too little. ‘The thought ftruck 
her with folemn energy, “ How 


can i leave my poor, fick, un- 
fanétified liufpand alone, and per- 
aps to die without prayer—total- 
ly infenfibie of the importance or 
privi it! Howcan I attend 
fc particulariy to his bodily wants 
greate At exprefhon 
which is-due to his immor- 
tal parth How can I neglect to 
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The full conviction of duty fo rufh- 
ed upon her mind as to be irrefift- 
iablee—She refolved to return to 
him and difmifs fear, and introduce 
the imprefhions the had felt.—In- 
‘ftantly fhe arofe, and went and 
told himher heart.—He confented 
—and fhe Kneeled down by his 
bed-fide, and breathed out her 
foul to God for him, and herfelf, 
with tears of penitence, humility 
and affection, through the glorious 
Redeemer. This {cenetook hold 
of him moft powerfully. His 
whole fogl now began to tremble 
for his future exiftence, and his 
appearance before his judge. His 
fins were fet in order before him. 
The folemn fcene of hearing his 
Julia pray was repeated—and con- 
tinued at proper feafons. Butwho 
can exprefs fuficiently the glory 
and gratitude due to fovercign grace, 
or the joy among faints and angels, 
to hear that in a fhort time, thefe 
ardent prayers were molt graciouf- 
ly anfwered—wNegotio is revived 
from fpiritual death—fundi ified by 
the Holy Spirit, and rejoices ina 
well grounded hope of a “glorious te 
ternity. 

The pious Julia wrote me finee 
this took place, and by her indul- 
gence, I am permitted to ufe her 
own words, as follows—* Who 
can exprefs the fatisfaétion that 
I felt on account of his earneftly 
fecking for that happinefs which 
cannotbe found in earthly comforts 
I continually breathed forth my 
defires to heaven for him, that he 
might be brought out of darknefs, 
intoGod’s marvellous light. And 
I have a hope, that my prayers and 
tears have not been ummoticed by a 
merciful God, who has {tiled him- 
felf a God hearing prayer. My 
dear friend I humbly hope is a child 
of Gad—his de oftr es fail feelings ap- 
pear to be thofe of a penitent — 
He is patient under afflictions, and 

Vor. ll. Now 4. 
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| have frequentlycalled at his houfe, 


| tion.—This frame of mind has 


_ length of time as convinces all who 
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| refigned to the will of heaven.— 
Though he is deprived of the priv- 
ilege of converfing with his friends, 
we can judge of the feelings of 
his heart by his fighs and tears.— 
In the midft of trials, we can fing 
of mercy, as well as judgment.” 

Since this apparent change I 





and although exceedingly debilita- 
ted, the {prings of remaining life 
foes to be abforbed in religious 
meditation and joy in God.—He 
never fuffers an opportunity to pafs 
without defiring to joinin prayer— 
and he is often fo carried out in the 
joys of this exercife as to be una- 
ble to cominand his feelings with- 
in the common bounds of modera- 


now been fo habitual to him for a 


have opportunity to be in his com- 
pany of its divine reality. 

The encouragement held out in 
this example to all who are placed 
in fimilar conneétions is exceed- 
ingly great. It fhews from real 
faét how itrong reafon there is, to 
hope thar Ged will blefs the en- 
deavors of thofe, who actually 
fulfil their duty in the marriage re- 
Jation, for the falvation of their 
unbelieving companions. The 
writer cannot forbear to urge upon 
all believins hufbands and wives, 
the folema and endearing duties 
which they owe to their unrenew- 
ed friends ia the following partic- 
_— 


anr 
tee 


. Your Chriftian profefion and 
marriage vows require of you that 
you lovethem as youthelves. This 
implies that you ftudy and endeav- 
or to promote their greatelt happi- 
neis inthis life, and the fiture— 
that in the kindeft manner pofhible 
you try to pleafe them in all lawful 
things, and render their lives com- 
fortable——and that you join with 
them in focial prayer for their fouls. 
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All this, is only loving them as you 
love yourfelves, and carrying into 
effe& your marriage vows. As 
benevolence is fuppofed to reign 
in your hearts, fo kindnefs ought 
to dwell upon your tongues. En- 
dearing condefcenfion and tender- 
nefs fhould always attend every 
little office of perfonal regard. 
A f{weet, cheerful difpofition to 
bear the burdens and fhare in all 
the afficions and difappointments 
of your neareft friends fhould mark 
your conduct—and let no oppor- 
tunity to oblige them pafs unim- 
proved. Add to this, a ftri& in- 
tegrity in your attention to all their 
Weighty concerns of intereft or 
reputation. © By pra¢tifing in this 
mainer the force of your religion 
will be manifefted, and its amia- 
bletendency. Youwill be enabled 
in the happieft manner to intro- 
duce to your bofom friends, the in- 
finite importance of their falvation 
and the propriety of focial inter- 
cefon forit. And under fo ma- 
ny advantages, it is prefumed, 
{carcely an inftance wiil ever be 
found of an unbeliever, of either 
fex, who will hefitate to join in 
fo plain and important a duty. 

2. Your ardent and unceafing 
defire for the falyation of your 
friends and hope of fuccefs in f{tri- 
ving for it mult prompt you to per. 
feverance in the above duties — 
Many have fucceeded and fo may 
you“ How knoweit thou O wite 
whether thou fhalt fave thy huf- 
band ?” The power of religion 

acted out in the deportment of an 
amiable woman has an aftonifhing 
effet upon the world in general, 
but how much more upon a friend, 
fo near as an hufband 2 ‘dhe pur 
tv of ber Cc ft hs for his real ood 
aniverfally difpiayed bet» 
and the cha pit mnoccn 
nefs and humility acted ou: 
Rantial fervices. will Capit 
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confine him in the externals of du- 
ty. The majefty of her innocence 
and piety will make him tremble 
at vice, and conftrain him to unite 
with her in the forms of devotion 
to God. Under this influence 
how ftrong is the ground to hope 
that God will, in his own time, 
add the power of bis fpirit and give 
him a new heart ? ‘This hope will 
ever prompt her to perfevere, and 
draw him with the cords of love. 
She will keep her eye fixed upon 
her duty, and cheerfully walk with 
the expectation of fecing the pow- 
er of divine grace manifefted, in 
the falvation of his, foul: And 
finally fhould fhe fucceed, her joy 
would exceed defcription.. But, 
3. Should you never fueceed in 
winning to Chrift your unbelieving 
companions, the .praétice of the 
above duties wi'l exceedingly me- 
liorate your prefent condition and 
give you peace in a dying hour. 
The man, or woman, who finds 
himfclt or herfelf conneéted. with 
an unfanétified friend, will find it 
hard to maintain the fervor of res 
ligion alone. Yet, God is able to 
give this grace, and afhift his chil- 
drento perform the'r duty in_ this 
relation as wel! as any other ; and 
doubtlefs will do it, if they pur- 
fue right methods to obtain it.— 
And when they are eftablifhed in 
this courfe, they will make the 
moft of life. Duty done to the 
utmoft leaves the confcience at 
peace. The wife who fpends her 
days in endeavors to fweeten the 
ite of her hufband, and draw his 
heart to God, willbe rewarded in 
part as fhe paffes along. Her en- 
gaging Manners can never fail to 
procure efteemandkindnefs. She 
will have it in her power to arreft 
his attention to her reafon- 
ble wifhes : and hereby incre: fe 
comfort. But ef- 
fhe comes to dite 
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whale 
very dometiie 
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how rich will be the confolation | 


to reflect, that thfough grace the 
has fulfilled her duty, and nothing 
kind has been wanting towards her 
bofom friend. Wab more ten- 
derncfs than ever ; yea, with ex- | 
quifite feeling fhe bids him, per- 
haps an eternal adieu, and commits 
his foul into the hands of him who 
gave it—amd dies in peace. 


fulfilled his duty, will finith life in 
a fimilar manner. 


NUNCIO. 





Sketches of the characer, life and 
death of the Rev. Samusz Bu- 
BLL, dD. D- late Paftor of the 
Church, at Eaf-Hampton, on 
Lone-dstanv. 


ELL was born of reputa- 


ble parents, at Coventry in the | 


State of Connecticut, Sept. 1, 1716. 
Nothing occurs to us in the courfe 


of his fife, worthy of particular 


notice, in this place, till the 17th 
year of his age About this time 
he fell under {pecial f{erious impref- 
fions. His conviction of fin, guilt 
and mifery, was clear, diftinct and 
pungent. 


Thefe exercifes continued for a 
number of moaths, during which 


ting difcoveries of the evil of tin, 
the plasue and total depravity of his 
heart, the utter infufficiency of his 
own righteoufnefs, his perifhing 
need of Chriit, and abfolute de- 
pendance upon the free and fove- 
reign grace of God, for an interelt 
in hismerits. In this{tate of mind, 
it pleafed the God of all grace to 
reveal his fon iahim. His {pirit- 

al difcoveries of the glory of the 
divine Character, perfeations and 


law, of Chrifland the way of fal. ' 


Life of the Rev. 


_ the gofpel of his fon. 
_ two years being {pent in prayer for 


OCTOR SAMUEL BU. 


He was the fubject of | 
mach legal terror, and experien- | 
ceda deep work of humiliation. | 


Samuel Buell. ty 


vation through him ; and his con- 


| fequent joy and peace in belicving, 


Were proportionate to the pungen- 
cy and terror of his antecedent con- 
victions. 

This change in his views whol. 
ly altered the previoufly concerted 
plans of his life. His father be- 


_ ing a wealthy farmer, and for a long 
The | 
believing hufband likewife who has | 


time having no other fon, he was 
defigned for a life of hufbandry ; 
and himfelf expected to {pend his 
days in agricultural purfuits. His 
profpedts in this line of life were 
flattering. But the ardent detires, 
which he now felt, to promote the 


falvation of fouls, difpofed him 


| cheerfully to relinquifh thefe prof- 


pects, that he might ferve God in 
More than 


direétion in duty, obferving the 
fubfequent frame and temper of his 
own heart, advifing with friends, 
and it was concluded that he fhould 
enter upon a courfe of public edu- 
cation, ia reference to this end. 
He began his ftudies preparatory 


to his admiflion to Yale-College, 


in the 21it year of his age ; and 
within a year from that time was 
admitted a member 

During the courfe of his acad- 
emical education, he enjoyed much 
of the divine prefence. From 


| written memorials of that period, 
, it appears that, though he was not 
time, he was led to the mott aftec- | 


without interpoting feafons of dark- 
nels, he was greatly favored with 
the lively and fenfible exercifes of 
grace ; and the elevated comforts 
of the divine life. Heoften fpeaks 
of initances of communion with 
God uninterrupted for weeks and 
months together. Here he be- 
came firit acquainted with Mr. Da- 
vid Brainerd, with whom he after- 
wards maintained the moft endear- 
ing intimacy, till death deprived 
the church and world of that dif- 
tinguifhed fervant and cminent min- 
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iter of Chriit. Nothing can be 
more affectionate than the terms 
in which Mr. Brainerd is often 
mentioned, in the Doétor’s private 
writings ; and he has frequently 
been heard to fay, that there was 
no other man to whom he ever 
could fo freely open his heart, and 
with whom he enjoyed fuch {weet 
and elevated Chrittian fellowship. 
The proficiency which he inade 
in his collegiate ttudies evidenced 
the ftrength of his mind, and the 
intenfenefs of his application. He 
received the honors of College, and 
took his firfl depree Sept. 1741. 
Upon this, his intention was to 
have {pent a number of yeats with 
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Mr. Edwards of Northampton, af- | 


terwards Prefident of the College 
at Princeton, in theological tiudies, 
preparatory to the minitiry. But 
fiom the peculiar flate of things, 
and the fpecial call for ze calous 
preachers, arifing from the glorious 
revival of religion, then taking 
place, extenfively, in the land, he 
Was encouraged and advifed to ap- 
ply ommediately for licence to preach 
the gofjel ; and, after pafling the 
ufual trials, was licented the follow- 
ing Odtober. 

As a preacher he was well re- 
ceivec, and his labors were atten- 
ded with mach power and remark- 
able fuccefs Soon atterhislicenfe, 
he made a journey to Northamp- 
ton. On his way he preached al- 
moft every day, in the different 
congregations thro’ which he paf- 
fed ; aud the divine blefling feemed 
in a fignal manner to attend every 
fermon. he influence of his la- 
bors, at Northampton, may be feen 
in the followingextract of a letter 
trom Mr. Edwards to the Rev. Mr. 
Prince of Bofton, dated North- 
ampton Dec. 1742. “* About the 
beginning of Feb. 1741-2 Mr. 
Buell came to this town, I being 
then abfent from home, and con- 
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tinued fo till about a fortnight af- 
ter. Mr. Buell preached, from 
day to day, almoft every day, in 
the meeting-houfe, (1 having left to 
him the free liberty of my pulpit, 
hearing of his defigned vifit before 
I went from home) and fpent al- 
moft the whole time in rcligious 
exercifes with the people, cither 
in public or private, the people con- 
tinually thronging him. There 
were very extraordinary effects of 
Mr. Buell’s labors; the people 
were exceedingly moved, crying 
eh: in great numbers in the meet- 
ing-houfe, and great part of the 
conereg ation commonly flaying in 
the houfe of God for hours after 
the public fervice. Many, alfo, 
were exceedingly moved in private 
meetings where Mr. Buell was ; 
and almo(ft the whole tosvn feemed 
to be ina mn and continual com- 
motion, day and night ; and there 
was indeed a very great revival of 
religion. When I came home I 
found the town in very extraordi- 
nary circomitances, fuch in fome 
refpects as I never faw it in before. 
Mr. Bueil continucd here, a fort- 
night or three weeks, afier I re- 
turned ; there being {hil great ap- 
pearances attending his labors.”— 
Sometime atter this, the Dcéor 
having noted his preaching in a 
certain place, where there were 
no vifibie efle&ts of the word, adds, 
“The firft time Dever preached 
to an aflembly, where tears of af- 
fection, under the word, were not 
to be deen ; and almoft the firft 
when the Lord was not manifeltly 
prefent with the people.’ 

The remaining part of this year, 
he journeys ed to Bofton, and other 
parts of New-England, abound- 
ing in labors, as beiwre ; which, in 
almoft every place, were attended 
with fimilar effeéts. 

In Nov. 1743, hewas ordained, 
as an itinerant preacher; in which 
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capacity, he was indefatigable in 
laborsy and alfo fignally owned of 
God as the inftrument of the a- 
wakening and hopeful converfon 


vf multitudes and of building 
up fats in their molt holy 
faith. » ft may not be improp- 


er to obferve here, that as he went 
out under the patronage of minil- 
ters of note, and was careful to 
act according to their prudent ad- 
vice, and always carried with him 
on and ample t eftimonials, he 
s received in many places and 
pe See to many poe 5, from 
which others, cfs delicate, in 
thefe refpeéts, were ciedilieden 
Doctor Buell always difapproved 
of the rafhuefs, and imprudence 
of fome of the friends of the work 
of God, as well as the unreafon- 
able oppofition of others, who 
thought lefs favorably of it. 


During this period his health 
was much impaired ; and he was 
attacked with dangerous fymptoms 
of a cor fumption. He was par- 
ticularly exercifed, about this time, 
with afevere fit of ficknefs, of fe- 
ven months continuance 3; which 
in agreat meafuie cut off the hopes 
of himfel€ and his friends, as to 
the continuance of his lite. * It 
vicafed Cod by thus fhaking him, 
over the grave, to put his perfonal 

reli ‘gion to the teft, and happily it 
{tood the trial. Hehasbeen heard 
to fpeak, with much gratitude and 
affection, of the triumphant faith 
he was enabled to exercife, under 
this affliction—-the joy and peace 
which he had in believing, and the 
heerfulaefs with which, had it 
been the will of God, he could 
have departed to be with Chrift. 
But it pleafed God, who had fur- 
ther fervice for him in the church 
to raife him up, and give him much 
better health than before. After 
this the labors of his minifterial 
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courfe were rarely interrupted by 
bedily indifpe ofition. 

It wasa direction of providence, 
in fome refpeéts, extraordinary, 
which brought him firft to Eaft- 
Hlampton. That congregation 
was now ina broken ate, having 
been difappointed in their attempts 
to fettle teveral Candidates. In 
refpect to the laft a council was cal- 
led to ordainhim. Of this Coun- 
cilthe Rev. Mr. Burr and other 
minitters from’ New-Jerfey were 
menwers. Upon the meeting of 
the Council the people were found 

o much divided, that they did not 
tug it prucent to proceed. And 
when thofe, who were ccfirous of 
the ordination, urged among other 
arguments, for it the great pains 
they bad taken and expenfe they 
had been at to obtain a minifter, 
Mr. Barr avd the other minifters 
from New- Jerfey replied, 6 that 
they fhould be zt no further trou- 
ble, that they would take it upon 
them to fend them a preacher who 


would t oc apret abic.*” Soon after 
this Mr. Buell arrived, in New- 


Jerfey, on his way to the fouthern 
{tates, recommended from New- 
Engiand—and, by the. :mportuni- 
ty of thefe minifters, he was pre- 
vailed upon to turn his courfe and 
vifit Evatt. Hampton. His labors 
proved acceptab! e. He received 
a prefing invitation from the peo- 
ple to fettle with them in the min- 
utry ; and, after fuitable time for 
deliberation and prayer, accepted 
the call, and was initalled, as 
their Paftor, Sept. 19, 1746. 

In this retirement he devoted 
himfelf, with great ardor, to his 


ftludies. Though Door Buell 


always entertained a high opinion 
of the fpecial aid of the fpirit of 
God, in preaching and other parts 
of minifterial duty, yet he by no 
means thought lightly of that 
furniture for the miniltry, which 
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is acquired by ftudy. On the con- 
trary he confidered it us of great 
importance ; aud was not faii sticd 
with ordinary meatures of it hiin- 
felf. His prefent iituation, not- 
withitanding the avocgtions of pa- 
rochial duty, compered with tire 
uniettled ftaie he had Geen in be- 
fore, afforded many ad¥anti ges tur 
intelleSiual improve:nen:. ‘Thete 
advantages were unproved wih 
much aiiduity and - carly obiain- 
ed the character of a reputable 
divine, as well as ye ected preach- 
er. Asan inibance of the uniform- 
ity of his application, at the clofe 
of a number of the arit years of 
his minittry it is nocd, 6 Ts 
year have writcca all my fermuns, 
and preached them without notes.” 
A favorite work, which lay upon 
his hands for a oumber of ycars, 
Wasa treatife UDON Tac 2 pees 
which he inteuded for ‘the WULIIC. 
But Bithop Newt..a’s Didertas tions 
upon that {i mee COMME Out about 
that time induced himito retin 


the dcfisn, as a y Ww a 
‘ 5. 
meafure juperccdca Uy inde Clicuiae 
ted performance. 
Sull huweve e; Dodt iT Eb 
Tod ' } . ‘ 
conitdered his ilucics, and the 


4 detode 


A 
ar 
4 t 
p** 


775 


quirenicut of know! doe aS amean, 
notasanend.§ Lt was nis defire 
to know, not merely tor the fake 
of, knowing, or being repuicd « 
fearucd man, but tor the fake of 
being ufeful. His ravorite maxun 
was, * Ufeiulneds in hte.”? Hence 
bis (tudics, however much he lov- 
ed them, did not picwent his punc- 
tual attenuon to the clumns of ac- 
ilve fervice. Inever could he cons 
tTevt himnfelf, to be tive up ushis ftu- 
dy, whillt inioortal fouls within 
hus reach, whetacrin his owa con- 


gregationu or round about, were 
’ os f ree. 
hungering: for the bread of life. 
He never made any attempts to 
difcover with how little fervice his 
contented. On ! 


peopl: would be 
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the contrary he encouraged them 


“o expeét much, aid rejoiced whea 


they were difpofed to receive it. 
He always entertained a dcep 
fenfe of the fulemn nature and con- 
nections of the munittcrial. office ; 
and the tacred obhpations of all 
who fullain it. His veinifirations 
were ufluaily performed under @ 
weight V £2; sie of invilible and Ctcr- 
nul things. As aninitance of this, 
he notes, ata certaiu time, * ‘This 
day preaciid before the’ Supreme 
Court, in ihe profi nce of the great 
Ged.’ ia the various b:anches 
of pattoral duty he was diligent 
and faithful. “ He watched for 
fouls, as one who expected to give 
account.” In preaching the word 
he was abundant liwas common 
with him, ua addition to his fated 
labors on the Lord’s-day,to preach 
ence or twicc, ane in times of ipe- 
Clal attention much oftene Ty ta the 
courle of the weck The dec- 
tries, Which he taught, were 
ftridthy calvindtic “Whatare com- 
monly canied the doctrines of 
flece made the 


i aching.* 


fubliance of his 
b hisimauuer was plain 
mm and pungent. 
= det: not the uadertt andings of 

hearers uninformed ; but his 
priucipal talent lay in urging home 
divine truth on the heart and con- 
Me taught nut ouly pub- 


aud icicmn, Ww. 


fe i“ uuCe. 
{; ‘ i t { ! ¢ { > . } 

ic ly, MC GiOl asOuie to hou. 
Phe rflag peaciation were not 
: ?.s . . 
negleéted by him. fn the carlier 
Bi Mg? Sy a hap per age? 
parts OF abls bibbieithy dic Was ladbu- 
rivus, in Chatechifing the children 
and youth his charge; aad 





° ‘The Dodlozr’s relivious fcintiments, 


asto ail the diftinguifhiny doctrines of 
the gofpel, wore the fame with thofe of 
Prefident Edwards and Dodcior Bella- 
my ; whofe writingshercad with much 
picature and approbation, often, obfer- 
ving of the former of thefe two great 
divines, that “Se was, wader heaven, 
bis oracle.” 
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more recently, for years together, 
he le@ured to them in the Acade- 
my, every week. He was flilful 
in counfelling fuch as applied to — 
him under fviritual trouble ; and 
in adminittering confolation to the 
diflvefed, of every defcription ; 
and tofuch offices he was always 
ready. 


(To le continued.) 





Adnenitions from the Death. Dh d. 
(Continued from p. 110.) 
NUMBER III. 


Mess’ps Epirors. 

T has often been obferved that 

the preateft degree of error 
and ftapidity, concerning moral 
obligation and duty, and a ftate of 
retribution in the world to come, : 
is found in'tertain perfons who have 
beer tlie fubjects of ferious impref- 
fions, and by Jong refilling their 
owa confciences and the ftrivings 
of God’s fpirit, have proveked 
him to leave them to their own 
blindnefs and lufts. As a warr- 








ing to others I have tranfimitted to | ‘ 


! 
‘ , ; 
you the following’ inftance. | 
A. man, who peffeffed reafon | 
and fagacity above the common | 
proportion, and about the age of | 
thirty, fell into fuch a ftare of de- | 
bility as rendered him incapable of | 
much attertion to bufinefs. Be- | 
fore this he had difcovered an inor- 
dinate attachment to property, and | 
omitted neither dilipence, nor art, 
nor parfimony to obtain it. His 
itate was called hy pochondriac by | 
his i neighbors, for a certain reclufe- | 
{s of temper prevented his com- 
ished to them the diftraéting | 
feelingsof hismind. Wheohe was | n 
in this flate, I actidentally paffed 
a day in his company. fier a 
fhort converfation J] difcovered 
marks of a wounded conference, 


and toid him my fafpicion, that bis | 


whole diforder proceeded fiom 
anxiety on fpiritual eccounts. 

Finding J had deteGed his feelings, 
he made a frank acknowledgement 


at was the café, but folicited that 


it might remain a fecret with me. 
He told me of fundry times in his 
pat life when, for thort feafons, 
ius confcience had continually ac- 
cufed him. He had feen himfelf 
tobe 2 finner, if there was any” 
truth in the fCripteres, ‘and he 
dreaded an appearance before God 
as the meft awful of all events ; 
{till he could not bear to think of 
another kind of life, and of part- 
ing with thofe worldly defigns 
which had governed his paft con- 


cof. He faid he had been many. 


months in this fituation, and fome- 
thing continually founded in his 
ears, that he was a finner, that he 
mutt die and come into judgment, 
and without another fate of heart 
mult be miferable ; but, added he, 
“ J cannot part with my worldly 
‘fchemes. I muft again be a man 
‘of bufinefs; I have juft Jaid a 
© foundation for fo naa and if I 
give way to'thefe apprehenfions 
“there is en end of my profpetts. 
This I] own tobe the caufe of all 
my gloom, end if I could put 
sontees world and my own prep- 
aration for it out of fight, I 
€ fhould again be a happy man.” 

I immediately perceived, that 
altho prefled with fome conviction 
of the truth, he was contending 


nw 


. 


i with one who will prevail. I ffs 


before him the danger of refilling 
fuch impreflions ; the folly of pre- 
ferring an avaricious hfe of gain to 
the immortal inrerefts of his foul 
and the fuperior wifdom of fubordi- 
nating all our worldly labors, view 
and hopes to our eternal well be. 
ing. ] endeavored to fhew him 
his true flate, his need of snother 


heart, the danger of his being lefe 


to amoft ruinous blindnefs and te 
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eterna] mifery. After much fol- 
emn converfation we parted. 
Nearly a year from this time we 
had another opportunity for frec 
difcourfe. It was fought by him- 
feif with an evident defign to con- 
frontand reproach me for. the ex- 
hortation I had given him with the 
moft friendly intention. 
ly faw that his ferioufnefs was de 
parted, and his confcience {cared. 
By his own account, he continued 
feveral months longer in that ftate 
of apprehenfion and refiftance to 
the truth which has been defcribed, 
when he came to the rafh opinion, 
that the whole of his paft feelings 


,were but a hypochondriac gloom, 


and fupported himfclf by the fol- 


Jowing argument. ** You know 
* that “hypochondflacfn is a falfe 

‘imagination of the mind ; and 
‘ within one week after I deteéted 
“my folly in being fo anxious for 
¢ another world, I became well and 
‘happy, and have fo continued.” 
He further added, “ I now think 
‘that all the notions I have had 
‘concerning the holinefs of God 
and the rewards of another world 
are falfe. Asto fin, it is evident 
there can be no fuch thing, nor 
do I any more believe that I fhail 
exit after this body dies, than 


« 


~ 


“a 


~ 


‘ that thofe trees betore us will ex- 
‘aft hereafter, and be happy or 
“miferable.”? But,’ repli: d a 


“fis it not a gloomy thought, that 
¢ your exiltence will ceafe when 
* your body dics ?” “ As for that,” 

he anfwered, “1 cannot heip it, 

“and we muft make the moft of 

‘what we have.” I perceived 

him determined not to think left it 

fhould make him 
my folicitoully urging him to review 
the momentos fubiect, he became 
peevtfh and faid I was trying to 
sive miylc ifimoortance in the world 
by alll wg c ing religion. 


t Ps BET pe 
His | life, i s2VC0aI VCal 


" 4 ° ana ~ 
1achappy, and on 
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this, was fuch as might be expe@- 
ed from his principles. Riches 
were his idol. - His parfimony pre- 
ferved him from licentious ext: 
Honeit men detefted the principles 
by which they faw him to be gov- 
erned. His unprincipled affuci- 
ates were afraid to fall under his 
power. . There was fomething in 
his countenance indefcribable that 
marked him for another Cain, 
and while many through neceflity 

eforted to him for afliftance, there 
vas not a man on earth who loved 
him. Pafling over feveral parts of 
hig conduct, which evidently pro- 
ceeded from an endeavor to erafe 
from his mind a fenfe of moral ob- 
ligation, of fin, anda ftate where 
impenitent fioners fhall receive a 
reward according to their deeds, I 
fhall now come to his death-bed. 
A. juft Providence forbad hima 
long ftate of decay as a feafun of 
admonition and preparation for 
eternity. He had his call before 
and it was rejected. An awful ac- 
cident in a moment placed him in 
a hopelefs: ftate, and within two 
days of his exit from tus world. 
This accident tho fatal, did not 
immediately affect his head, and 
the powers of reafon were in full 
ftre ngth. 

Now behold the man who had 
exploded moral obligation, denied 
the exiftence of fin, determined 
there was no future life, and con- 
fequently no punifhment for him, 
and all this for the fake of gaining 
and enjoying this world without 
the moteil ations of his own con- 
fcience. ‘Tiue it is, that in this 
awfal moment he was left to a 
judicial blindnefs 
concerning another world, the na- 
ture “ hope i preparation for 
death, and the juit ‘aad eternal re- 
ward of G MO 5 but mile Ty and « if 

ray rofe upon him from a quarter 
he did not expect. His beloved 


a ey 
great degree of 
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fcheme of ceafing to exift at death 
became his terror. ‘“ And have I 
‘ now,” faid he, “ done with ex- 
‘ iftence ? Shall I prefently ceafe 
* to think, to fee, to feel ? Am I 
‘to exift but a few moments filled 
‘ with pain, and then lie down to 
‘ be nothing forever ? I am pained 
‘ for the fruits of my labor ; I have 
‘labored for nothing ; I cannot 
‘bid farewell to the earnings of 
‘ fo many years.” | 
On being told by one who had 
not known his previous opinions, 
that he certainly fhould exift, and 
that the future being of men was 


° ° ~ 
indicated by nature, and made fure~ 


by {criptural evidence, an afpect of 
ftill greater horror fettled on his 
countenance, and after a paufe ofa 
minute he replied : “If thofe 
‘fcriptures are true, eternity will 
‘be more dreadful to me than the 
“lofs of being. I will not believe 
‘them ; yet how dreadful the idea 
‘of finking into eternal thought- 
* lefs night !”” This ftruggle of fect- 
ing lafted but a few minutes, before 
this miferable man either funk into 
the eternal fleep whichhe dreaded, 
or opened his eyes in an eternity 
tohim more dreadful ! ! ! 

Such are the dying comforts of 
impiety. Thus at laft will the ex- 
cufes and pleas of irreligion tor- 
mentthofe who adopt them in their 
lives, toquiet anaccufing confcience, 
and refift the warnings of the ho- 
ly fpirit who ftrives with men. 
This isa fearful example of that 
dlindnefs into which many are left 
judicially to fall through grieving 
the fpirit of grace ! 

-PRESBUTEROS. 





A letter froma Fatherto his Dauzh- 


ter. 


Dear Daucurer; 


b nd mention in your’s of the 


tith inf. a treatife of Mr. 
Vor. If. No. 4. 


A letter from a Father to bis daughter. 
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Dickinfon upon the doétrine of e- 
leétion inmy poffeflion which you - 
had formerly read and with for it 
with my opinion, meaning, as | 
fuppofe, Gn the fubject, and not re. 
fpecting the performance. I have 
not the book in my poffefhon at pre 
fent, but will fend you fome oi 
my thoughts on the fubject. 

That the bible is of divine ori- 
ginal or areal and true revelation 
from Heaven will not be denied, 
or doubtéd, by a perfon who fe- 
rioufly and impartially attends to 
the evidence in fupport of the idea 
or fuppofition. As it is, in my 
apprehenfion, of the higheft im- 
portance to have this poin: fully 
eftablifhed in order to fettle our 
opinion and eftablifh a belief of 
any doétrine of revelation, I wil! 
ive you a few of my thought: 
Cand L can do no more in a letter) 
refpeéting the evidence we have in 
fupport of the truth of the bible 
as arevelation, or rather, revela- 
tions from God. It is natural to 
begin with Mofes —Philofophy 
will teach us that there are very 
few, if any, original or innate 
ideas in the human mind, and ex- 
perience will join to prove that, 
however fruitiul the imagination, 
the human mind does not poffefs 
ideas which have not had fome aa- 
tecedent archetypes. But what 
was there to fusgelt to Mofes the 
hiftory he has given us of creation. 
He might, indeed,from the works 
of God pofhbly have traced out 
fome of the divine attributes which 
belong to the Creator ; but if we 
form an opinion on this point from 
the known and acknowledged {tu- 
pidity, ignorance and grofs mif- 
conceptions {where there are any 
at all) refpecting the exiftence and 
perfeétions of God, which poffefs 
the minds of that part of mankind 
not favored with divine révelation; 
we fhall at once conclude that his 
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ideas of the author of nature—of 
that God who he tells us created 
the heavens and earth were folely 
matter of revelation. Be this as 
it may, what istherein nature, in 
all the works of God which we 
fee, or which Mofes faw, which 
has or then had the !ealt conceiva- 
ble aptnefs or fitnefs to excite in 
his mind one idea of creation ? 
And much lefs to fuggeft the man- 
ner or procefs in which the work 
was carried on. But Jeatt of all, 
theidea of divine reft. All the 


ingenuity of the Deift will leave | 


the hiftory of the creation as given 
by Mofes perfeétly unaccountable 
and inconceivable on any other | 
fuppofition but this, that God re- 


vealed it to him, orthat he had it | 


from thofe to whom it had been 
revealed before his day. 


The prophecies delivered feve- | 


ral thoufand years fince, which 
contained the hiftory of the world 
in epitome, the accorhplifhment of 
which has been clearly made out 
down to our day, furnizh further 
{lriking proof of the truth of the 
divine {criptures. 

But the moft forcible and irre- 
fiftible evidence of the truth of the 
{crip:ures is the fublimity and in- 
comprehenfi ible nature of their doc- 
trines. ‘There can hardly be con- 
céived a more palpable and ridicu- 
Jous abfurdity than this, that doc- 
trines which the mindof man can- 
not comprehend fhould have any 
ather than a divine original. The 
lable then is a revelation of divine 
truth. Taking this for an eftab- 
lithed truth I will offer fome tho’ts 
more immediately connected with 
the doctrine of Eleion. 


Human depravity is a do&trinc | 


of the bible. 


It is there taught in 


terms which imply at Once Its cere | 


tainty, malignity and univerfility 
inthe moft pointed manner. It is 
reprefented : as very enmity itfelf a- 
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gainft God, not fubjedt to his law, 
nor can be. Stronger language is 
not to be found. Univerfal expe. 

rience concurs to fupport the {crip. 
ture account of the mattcr. The 
government of God and man ap. 
pear to have their foundation, and 
I think only foundation, in depray- 
ity. Regulations might be nfeful, 

probably neceffar y,in a fociety per- 
feétly holy and virtuous, but coer. 
cive and penal Jaws could have nei- 
ther place or ufe. The bible 
| throughout fuppofes and implies 
the depravity of human nature, 
| the beft men have ever acknow]- 
edged and lamented it, the hiftory 
| of the Jews gives ample proof it, 
_ but the moft finifhed, compleat 
proof is to be found in the appoint- 
| ment and work of the Saviour.— 
_ Itis agreed that this depravity has 





| fixed its feat in the moral pow- 
ers of the man principally ; but 
I think we fhall not err if, we 
fuppofe that a degree of inju- 
vy or inconvenicnce refts on all 
his faculties. If the heart be by 
natiae oppofed to the divine gov- 
erument can it be poflible for it to 
alter itfelf, to oppofe its own imo- 
tions and feelings? The fuppof- 
tion is contrary to the reafoning of 
philofophers; and abfolutely re- 
pugnant to the bible. This de- 
ptavity of our nature being allow- 
ed, one of thefe confequences 
mult follow, viz. That all men 
will be objects of favereign mercy 
| without any regard to the condi- 
| tion fpecified in the gofpel ; or a 
| certain number only, as we are 
| theretaught. Thecurrentof {crip- 
| ture feems to me ftrongly to mili- 
| 





tate againft the fuppofition of uni- 
verfal falvation ; but thofe paffages 
efpe scially which declare that Chrift 
will call all beforehim to judgment 
| and then make that public and jult 
| diftinction- between the righteous 

and the wicked which their refpec- 
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tive characters fhall require, and 


in confequence, aflign to them | 


vaftly different portions 


Salvae 


tion then mutt be wholly of grace, | 


and it will follow that God is a | nevolent Redeemer 


' Father who hath 


fovereign, and has metcy on whom 
he will have mercy. And the 
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faints and finners act with equal 
freedom in choofing their refpective 
objects ? ‘I’hey certainly do. No 
man can come unto me (faysa be- 

except the 
ent me draw 


him. Did anyone in confequence 


dogtrine of Election as given us in | ‘of this drawing, ever perceive the 


the bible will not only appear to be 


true, but the thing itfelf neceflary | mind ? Surely not. 


to the falvation of any part of the 
children of apoftate Adam. I 
have gone, you wiil{ee, upon the 


| 


fuppofition that all the divine aéts ' 
are refults of divine counfel, or | 


more properly perhaps, of divine 


decrees ; a truth eafily demontftra- | 


ted, butit will not be neceflary to 
thow it. Tam fenfible, objections 
are made againft the do¢trine I have 
attempted to cftablifl ; one is that 


of the fcripture—and it is a bold 
prefumptuons cavil. 
that eternal 
fhould declare inconfiftent things ? 
Moft certainly it is not. That 
there fhould be difficulties attend- 
ing the do@trine ought not to be 
confidered as ground of juft ob- 
jeCtion againit ir. Every thing a- 
bout us, every thing within us pre- 
fents numberlefs unfearchabies— 
abundant matter for difficult inqui- 
ty and which, indeed, will forev- 
er difappoint thebelt and moft tho- 
tough human inveltivation. In 
God we live and move and have 
ovr being. This implies the moft 
abfolute, continual and univerfal 
dependence. ‘This notwithftand- 
ing, we feel ourfelves poffeffed of 
all the liberty neceffary to render 
us the proper fubjects of divine com- 
mands, and to make us accounta- 
ble for alk our conduct; nor could 
we ufe a greater portion of liberty 
than we now enjoy. Apply this 
obfervation to thedodtrine of Elec- 
tion.——Did ever any perfon feel 
bis liberty impaired by it ? Do not 


leaft force or compulfion upon his 
That we 
fhort fighted creatures cannot pers 
ceive the confiftency of the prefent 
doctrine with other f{cripturesaffotds 
no folid ground of objection againk 
it. On the like ground we might 
deny the pofhibility of God’s ma- 
kinga man. The fame objection 
will lie in its full {treng-h againft 
the moral government of God ; 
and will lead to downright {cepti- 


' cifm ; and pofibly tothat which 
it is irreconcileable with fome parts | 


belief. 
Is it potlible | 
unchangeable truth | 


| 





is more tobe dreaded, rooted un- 
It ought to fatisfy us to be- 
lieve and know that God who fa- 
vors us with his revealed truths 


| perfeétly fees their connection and 


confittency. ° 

It may be obferved here, with 
propriety, that could men clearly 
difcern the confiltency, and fully 
comprehend the myfteries of re- 
vealed truths and do¢trines this of 
itfelf would remove a main pillar 
on which the fpiritual building refts. 
It would weaken, it would dettroy 
one of the moft fubftantial argu- 
ments we have to prove the truth 
of the fcriptures. Could men 
comprehend revealed truths in their 
full extent and meaning, would 
they not immediately, and with 
appearance of reafon, fay, is this 
the revelation which claims divine 
honors? There is nothing here 
above what tlic fagacity of a New- 
ton or a Locke might have difcov- 
ered. Thanks to God the {crip- 
tures are divine, fublime, and in- 
comprehenfible ! Befides, we live 
by faith. What ground for faith 
could we fee every thing! 
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The difficulty philofophic minds 
feel refpecting the fcriptures grows 
out of a mifapplication of their 
reafoning powers more than out of 
the divine oracles themfelves. The 
proper province of reafon is to ex- 
amine the evidence produced in 
fupport of the authenticity of thé 
{criptures. Having found this ev- 
idence fatisfactory, reafon ha; done 
its work. We have then little 
elfe to do but believe and obey. 
This examination wil! take in both 
the internal and external evidence 
of divine truth, and having found 
no abfurdity, the fublime truths of 
the fcriptures are not to pafs the 


then receive a contemptuous rejec- 
tion. This will afford you a {tri- 
king reafon why unbelief has marks 
of divine difpleafure fo pointedly 
fixed upon it in the gofpel. God 
has given us clear evidence of the 
truth of the fcriptures, and par- 
ticularly of the coming and work 
of Chrift, and commands us on 
pain of death to give him credit, 
to believe him. ‘The penalty its 
not unreafonable. A man wil! not 
patiently take the lie. He that be- 
lieveth not maketh God a liar !— 
IT hope, daughter, you will not dif- 
pute about the bible doctrines. If 
you are convinced they are divine 
writings take them as youfind them, 
| and believe them as they ftand. 
Their meaning, fo far asis neceffa- 
ry we fhould know and underftand 
it, is generally plain and obvious. 
Thofe things in them hard to be un- 
derftood, you need not worry your- 
felf with. he doétrine of elec- 
tion is a doétrine of reafon as well 
as of revelation, and it will moft 
certainly demand your particular 
acknowledgments to God if you 
cai find any marks or fruits of di- 
vine and fovereign grace in your- 
{:lf—The bible is defigned to 
make us good,nottomake usdifpu- 
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tants. If you find your love to 
God the Father for his precious 
unfpeakable gift, to God the Son 
for his matchlefs love to man, to 





ferutiny of cavilling worms and | 


God the Spirit for aftonifhing and 
much abufed and defpifed Grace 
in arrefting and binding a rebel 
madly saline the road to ruin, 
daily receiving an increafigg glow, 
accompanied with greater anima- 
tion in duty, warmer zeal for God 
and more operative benevolence to 
men, rejoice and be thankful. Give 
him the praife to whom it is due ; 
but don’t forget that you maybe de- 
ceived in the view you take of 
yourfelf if you do not perceive that 
humility increafes in proportion 
to that glow of loye I have men- 
tioned. 
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The following Letter from the Eafe 
Indies to the Direéors of the 
few-York Miffionary Society 
cannot fail to intereft every friend 
to Miffions. 
Serampore, O08. 15th, 1800. 


To the New-York Miffionary Soe 


ciety. 
~ 


Dear BrReTHREN, 
T has given us much pleafure to 
hear that a fociety has been ef- 
tablifhed in America for the pur- 
pofe of {preading the knowledge 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift among 
the heathen nations which border 
upon you We moftheartily with 
you God fpeed : we pray that you 
may have wifdom from above, to 
enable you to concert your plans 
aright, and patience to wait in 
thefe labors of love till God fhall 
give the blefling expected. 
The various tribes of American 
Indians appear to havea claim upon 
the American churches ; or rather, 
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perhaps we may fay, that one great 
end of the exifting of the church- 
esin America is, to fpread the 
glorious gofpel among the heathens 
in their vicinity, It is faid, “ He 
‘that believeth, out of his belly 
‘ fhall flow rivers of living water.” 
The faints individually are conver- 
ted, that they may work for God, 
and glorify him ; not merely that 
they may go to heaven when they 
die ; fo aifo churchesmay be look- 
ed upon aslittke emcampments from 
which we are to fally out, in at- 
tacks on the great enemy, or rath- 
eron the kingdom of the great 
enemy of God and man. You, 
dear brethren, are now drawing 
up in battle array—-Go forward— 
Perfevere—Redouble your efforts. 
Be not weary in well doing : for 
if you don’t faint, you fhall reap 
in due time. Undoubtedly you 
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perfons. Were we however to 
look on the Mifhion in this point of 
view, we frould conclude that noth- 
ing had been done to any purpofe ; 
but when we compare the time of 
our firft arrival’ with the prefent, 
we cannot help concluding that 
fome very important ends have 
beenaccomplifhed. Our firftland- 
ing was a formal taking poifefhon 
of the country for God: it was 
fixing a colony in the ftrongeft 
part of Satan’s pofleflions. Since 
that we have been preferved and 
increafed infomuch that the colo- 
ny which at firft confifted of only 
five grown perfons and five chil- 
dren, now confifts of feven males 
and five women, evidently on the 
fide of God (tho death has remo- 
ved two of our brethren, viz. 


_ Grant and Fountain from us) be- 


will meet with difcouragements ;: | 


many profeffors of the gofpel may 
not at firft enter into the idea that 


Chriftians, and all which they | 
profefs, belong entirelyto the Lord, ' 


and confequently may for a time 
a& as if the giving or withholding 
fupplies was at their option; oth- 
ers may tire, if they don’t fee im- 
mediate fuccefs, and many may 
blame your meafures, after you 
have done the beft in your power ; 


but it is your bufinefs to endure all | 
things for theeledt’sfakes, thatthey 


may be faved. 

It is now, dear brethren, feven 
years fince we entered upon the 
work of the Miffion in this coun- 
try, and it is uncertain tothishour, 
whether any of. the heathens are 
truly converted or not, though 
there have been many very hope- 
ful appearances, and fome which 
were fo much fo, that we believed 
God had begun his work in reali- 
ty: and the evidences continued 
for a longtime, but at laft decay- 


ee 





fides the children in number feven. 
Ged has alfo been gracious in the 


'converfion of fome Europeans, 


' and 


others. The language has 
been acquireé—the gofpel preach- 
ed to many thoufands, and the 
bible tranflated into the Bengal 
lanouage : part of the New-Tefta- 
ment is printed, and the whole 
will be fo before you get this. 
Some hundreds of copies of Mat- 
thew’s Gofpel, and fome other 
{mall pecies have been diftributed 
and read by many. The fyftem 
of Jiindooifm begins tototter, and 
even Bramans are in many inftan- 
ces afhamed to avow that their 
‘Shafters are of divine original : fo 
that, notwithftanding all our dif- 
couragements, and all our want 
of fuccefs, we are conftrained to 
fay that the Lord has done great 
things for us ; and it is alfo in our 
hearts to expeét greater. We are 
indeed rather ftrengthened than 
weakened, and though the much 
defired fuccefs has been delayed 


till now, vet we are all with one 


ed. Yet we. {till hope of fome | heart trufling in the Lord; and f 
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believe are all difpofed to continue 
in our work till death, and not to 
be moved with any difcou: agement. 
What can we fay, dear breth- 
ren, to encourage you to perfevere 
in the good work, and to abound 


init? Two confiderations are of 


great weight with us, viz. 1. Ev- 
ery foul is of more value than the 
whole world : the raptors no magn 
of time, or expenfe of treafure is 
too great to be devoted to the fal- 
vation of fouls ; and the effectual 


calling cf one to the fellowlhip of 


the faith, is more than aa aimple 
recompenig for all-that can be giv- 
en, done, or luderéd, to accom- 
plifh it. 2. The Gofpel is the 
power of God to faivation ; and 
the publication thereof the ordina- 
ry means of dclivcring finnersfrom 
the power of fin and Sataa. It 
would be prefumption in us to ex- 
pect the falvation of finners any 
other way ; and the height of un- 

feeling cruelty to refufe to the hica- 

then world, that which we belicve 
and know to be God’s ordinance 


for the falvation of finners. ‘The 


man who kecps that money in his 


> ae t } ; 
parle, or employs it in trifin grat- 


ifications, which is wanted to fend 
the gofpel to them, ts euilty of the 
blood of fouls ; and the maa who 
is furnithed with gifis for this work, 
if when encouraged by the Church 
to devote himfelf to this work, de- 
clines !t through fear of danger, or 
fove of eafe, is alfo guilty of the 
blood of fouls. Churches not 
feeking out aad encouraging fuch 
gifts, arein the fame condemna- 
tion. So that this work is as in- 
ewnbent on every Chriftian, as any 
of the divine commanis are, and 
cannot be negleted without very 
great guilt, 

Dut oa the other hand, the ex- 
ample of our Lori Jefus. Chrift, 
who fpared no pains or cott to 


fend the gofpel of his grace to Gia- 
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ners 3 the example of the Apof.- 
tles, ‘whe did not account their 
lives dear, fo that they might fin- 
ih their courfe with joy, and the 
miniitry which they had obtained 
of God, to teltify among the Gen- 
tiles the unfearchable riches of 
Chritt ; the mtrepidity of the mar- 
tyis, who loved not their lives wa- 
to death ; the promifes that he that 
watereth fhall be watered himfelf, 
and that Chrilt will fupport his 
minifters in this important work 
till the end of time ; thefe—all 
thefe are arguments with us, and 
we doubt not with you alfo, to 
perfevere in this work ; and never, 
| never to give it up—rather to con- 
| fider it asa work which muft not 
' be deferted ; which muft be per- 
filted in ; which mult become more 
and more common; and which 
mutt be finally fuccefsful, and ter- 
minate in the univerfal dominion 
of our Lord Jefis Chrift over eve- 
ry kindred, and nation, and peo- 
ple, and tongue. 

Dec. g. Capt. Hague, the 
bearer of this, has frequently viti- 
' ted us, and has gone with us when 
| we have gone out to prociamm the 
| Saviour in the itreets to the wretch- 





ed Hindous. Withia the laft two 
months our profpeéts and hopes 
have brightened up, and we hope 
the Lord has revealed himfelf to 
fome of the heathens. Five per- 
fons, three men and two women, 
give us great hope. One has giv- 
en himfelf up to the church by re- 
lating the experience of the grace 
of Cod on his foul ; and we ex- 
pect that the others will foon fol- 
low his teps. We may be too 
fanguine in our joy at this event ; 
but when you reflect on its valt 
importance, you will eafily excufe 
us. We have felt the paia of dif- 
appointed hopes before, more than 
once or twice: but the firft true 
converts mult appear fome time ; 
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and appearances flrongly encour- 
age us to think that the prefent are 
the firft fruits of Bengal to Chriit. 

We take the liberty to prcfent 
to you a copy of the gofpel of Mat- 
thew in the Bengalic language, at 
theend of which are fome {imall 
tracts and hymns, which we have 
difperfed pretty widely. Our dear 
brother Williams, of New-York, 
will prefent it to you as a token of 
our hearty concurrence with you 
in your work, and as a motive of 
praife and thank{giving to God on 
our behalf. 

We take our leave—pray for us 
—we pray for you. May we all 
be ftedfaft, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forafmuch as ye know that our la- 


bour will not be in vain in the 
Lord. 


We are your affeétionate brethe | 
ren in the kingdom and patience of 


Chiift. 


Signed in behalf of all the Mif- 
Jfionaries, and by their defire, 


Wirtiiam Carey. 


Our readers will recolleé& we in- 
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formed them that the Rev David | 


Bacon, foon after his ordination 
lait winter, commenced a journey 
to detroit with a view of laboring 


there as 2 Miffonary,and of learn- | 


ing the Chippeway language, that 
he might go as a Mifhonary among 
the weitern Indians. No intelli- 
cence has been received from him 
ill within afew days. Hegotno 
further than Bloomfield, in the 
State of New-York, by fleighing. 
There he was detained feveral 
weeks and then proceeded cn his 


journey withhis wife and herbroth- : 


er, 2 young man who is to learn 
the Chippeway language, that he 
may qualify himfcif for an inttruc- 
tor among the Indians. After a 
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very fatiguing and dangerous jour- 
ney Mr. Bacon and his compan- 
ions arrived at Detroit the oth of 
May Jatt. At Fairfield a town 
on the north fideof Lake Ontario, 
he found a fettlement of Moravi- 
ansand fome civilized and chrif- 
tianized Indians. 

The fellowing anecdote of two 
Squaws whom he found atthis place 
isextraéted fromhis Jetter. * Ha- 
‘ ving occafion'to mentionthe name 
‘of Mr. Brainard, who was for- 
merly a Miffionary tothe Indians, 
the Moravian minilters told me 
that theyhadtwo Squaws in their 
fociety, who were baptized by 
‘him ; and that one of them had 
‘fhown them a bible, a few days 
* before which fhe faid he gaveher. 
‘ Recollefting that Mr. Brainard 
* vifited the Delawares, and that 
* thefe Indians were a part of that 
‘nation, I credited the report ; 
and was pleafed to find thatfome 
of his Indians were not only in 
the land of the living, but in the 
very neigh>ourhood where I was. 
I immediately fent for the one 
‘ who livedthe neareft. She came 
‘to fee me, and appeared very de- 
cent, fenfible and clever. She 
‘was confiderably advanced in 
years, but did not know her age, 
as is commonly the cafe with In- 
cians. She tpoke pretty good 
Englifh, obferved that fhe was 
very {mall when fhe was baptized 
by him ; and putting her hand 
outabout three fect and a half 
trom the floer, obferved that fhe 
was not more than fo high when 
fhe faw him Jaft. As fhe Icft the 
place about that time fhe knew 
of none of his Indians, but the 
Squaw that was with her. I had 
net much opportunity to know 
whether fhe gave evidence of 
‘ orace ; but the Moravian minif- 
‘ters fuppofe them both to be 
‘Chriflans ; and that they were. 
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“ converted under Mr. Brainard’s 
‘miniftry. May God be praifed 
© for his merciful care of them !” 

Mr. Bacon isnow at Detroit 
where he preaches to the people 
of that place, and will probably be 
very ufeful as a minifter, there be- 


ing no Prefbyterian Minifter with- 
in feveral hundred miles. There 


isa probability that.a church will 
foon be formedin that place. Mr. 
Bacon alfo keeps a {chool, and un- 
der the inftruction of the public 
interpreter he and the young man 
with him are learning the Chippe- 
way language. He has frequent 
opportunities of feing fome of the 
Indian chiefs, and there is a pleaf- 
fing profpeét that he will foon be 
made an in{trument of communi- 
cating the light of the gofpel to 
fome of the poor benighted Indians. 





POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


Mess’rs. Epitors, 

_. ‘THE ingenicus verfion of the 29th 
Chapter of the book of Job in your laft 
Magazine and the fuggeited requett at 
the clofe has induced me to attempt the 
following paraphrafe of the fucceeding 
Chapter. if it meets your approbation 
pleafe to give ita place in your next 
number. ©. ds 


UT now alas, mankind commence 
my foes, 
The young the vile deride me in my 
woes ; 
Dregs of all fiefh an outcaft favage brood, 
Who dwell in caves and roam the waftes 
for food ; 
Of vile decent and hatefulin their ways, 
They feared and ferved me in my prof- 
‘ perous days, 
But now am [ their by-word and their 


foug, 
Reproach and infult dwell on every 
tongue. 


My countenance which once o’er- 
awed the vile, 
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Now pale and wan, with {pitting they 
defile ; 

My cord is loos’d, to this vile race ’tis 
given, 

To execute the afflicting will of Heaven. 


At my right hand the youth affuming 
foar, 
And take that place they dar’d not take 
before. 


As {weeping floods o’erflow the f{pa- 

cious plain, 

And lay whole fields beneath their wa+ 
try reign ; 

Se throngs tumultuous compafs me 
around, 

Infult my grief and open every wound. 

Swift as the winds purfuing terrors 
crowd, 

My welfare flees me as the morning 
cloud ; 

Withanguifh deep my melting foul ispreft, 

Pierced are my bones my finews take 
no reft ; 

Loathfome difeafe my Riffened gar- 
ments bind, 

In filth and duft my former glories end. 

Tofill complete my cup of pain and grief, 

My heavenly Father to my criesis deaf, 

I feel thy heavy hand, thine angry frown 

Like wind purfues“eand melts my fub- 
ftance down. 

Soon o’er my head fhall death’s dark 
ftandard wave, 

Soon this weak frame fhall moulder in 
the grave ; 

That land of filence and perpetual peace, 

Where all my woes fhall end, my for- 
rows ceafe ; 

Did no: my heart witheendernefs o’ér- 
flow, 

And weep refponfive to the fighs of woc? 

I look’d for goud but countlefsillsenfue, 

For hight I waited but the light withdrew, 


My bowels boil with keen difcafe op- 

prefs d, 

} mourn in dearknefs with no comfort 
bicis’d ; 

The lonely wood! roam, my fpirit faints, 

Theowland dragon echomy complaints. 

My fkin is black my bones are fill’d with 
pain, 

And naught but fore calamitiesremain ; 

Once harp and organ caufed my joys 
to flow, 

But now are tunedto melodies of woe. 
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